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Fairey Firefly U.8

Historie »Drone version” CcZ

Britské namornictvo v padesatych letech minulého stoleti, s narustajici hrozbou sovétskych
ponorek, nutné potfebovalo vhodné protiponorkové letouny. Vyvoj stroje Fairey Gannet se
opozdil a tak byla objednana nové verze puvodné stihaciho a bitevniho letounu Firefly. Nova
verze, oznacena AS MK.7, byla, narozdil od starSich verzi, tfimistna. Pro protiponorkovy boj byli
potfeba dva operatofi. Vyrabéna byla ve dvou variantach, ostré bojové a cviéné. Proti starSim
verzim méla Firefly AS Mk.7 zvétSenou plochu kfidla a zvétSenou svislou ocasni plochu. V pridi
s rozmérnym chladiCem byla zamontovana nova verze Griffonu, Griffon Mk.59. Kanonovou
vyzbroj nova verze nenesla.

Protiponorkova verze AS Mk.7 byla pomérné rychle nahrazena protiponorkovymi Avengery a
pozdé&ji novymi Gannety. Diky tomu byly Firefy pfesunuty k vycvikovym jednotkam a
preznacCeny na Firefly T.7. Pro relativné nové stroje se také naslo vyuziti v prestavbé na dalkové
fizené cile pro, do vyzbroje Royal Navy, zavadéné protiletadlové rakety. Prvni pfestaveny stroj,
s novym oznacenim Firefly U.8, vzlétl na konci roku 1953. Prestavéné stroje dostaly napadnou
antikamuflaz a byly pouzivany zejména na zakladné Llanbedr ve Walesu, ale také na Malté.
Posledni Firefly byll sestfelen v prosinci 1961.

Rozpéti: 13,57 m, délka: 12,22 m, max. rychlost: 483 km/h, dostup: 7 772 m, dolet: 1384 km.

History GB

With the still growing threat from Soviet submarines in the 1950s, the Royal Navy was in
urgent need of suitable anti-submarine aircraft. The development of the Fairey Gannet had
been delayed, and so a new version of the Firefly fighter and ground-attack aircraft was
ordered. This new version, known as the AS Mk.7, was to be manned by a crew of three,
because two operators were needed for the anti-sub missions. The aircraft was produced in two
versions, for combat and also for training purposes. In comparison with the earlier versions, the
AS Mk.7 was equipped with a larger wing and tailfin. The nose section with a bulky radiator
housed a new version of the Griffon engine, Mk.59. The aircraft flew unarmed.

The AS MK.7 anti-submarine version was soon replaced with anti-sub Avengers and later also
with Gannets and consequently the Fireflies were handed over to training units where they were
known as the Firefly T.7. As the Fireflies were still quite new machines, they found their new role
also as remotely controlled aircraft that served as targets for the new Royal Navy anti-aircraft
missiles. The first machine to be rebuilt to the Firefly U.8 standard flew for the first time in the end
of 1953. The rebuilt machines also got a striking anti-camouflage scheme and were used mainly
atLlanbedrbase in Wales but also over Malta.

The very last of the Fireflies was shot down in December 1961.

Wingspan: 13.57m, Lenght: 12.22m, Max.Speed: 483 km/h, Ceiling: 7,772 m, Range: 1,384 km
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STEP 22

Firefly U.8 “Drone Vers

SH48166 Fairey



Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WMB823, RAE, zakladna RAE Lianbedr, Wales. Dron  Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WMB823, RAE, based at RAE Lianbear, Wales. The
WM823 havaroval 20. ervna 1957 pri pristani v Lianbedru . WM823 drone crashed on 20 June 1957 during landing at Lianbear.
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Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WMB856, RAE, zdkladna RAE Lianbedr, Wales. Treti

Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WM856, RAE Lianbedr, Wales. The third converted

prestaveny dron WMB856 byl spotfebovan 4. brfezna 1958 nad zdlivem  drone WM856 was expended on 4 March 1958 over Cardigan Bay.
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Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WMB810 | A, RAE, zdkladna RAE Lianbedr, Wales.

Prvnipostaveny dron WM810 byl spotfebovan 27. listopadu 1959.
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Fairey Firefly U Mk.8 Drone, WM810 | A, RAE Llanbedr, Wales. The first built
drone WM810 was expended on 27 November 1959,
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