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Boston Mk.lII

‘Intruder’

Americké letectvo usoudilo v roce 1937, Zze jednomotorové letouny kategorie Attack prestavaji vykonové stacit.
Vypsalo proto soutéZ na novy dvoumotorovy stroj této kategorie.Firma Douglas se stala vitézem této soutéze se
svym navrhem model 7B. Plvodni navrh by postupné upravovan, ¢astec¢né také podle francouzskych pozadavka.
Francie a dalSi evropské zemé objednaly stroje oznaCované DB-7A. VSechny tyto stroje byly pohanény motory
R-1830. Po kapitulaci Francie prevzalo dalSi objednavky RAF. RAF tyto stroje pojmenovalo Boston Mk.l. USAF a RAF
pozadovaly vétsi vykony a tak firma Douglas navrhla model DB-7B se siln&jSimi motory R-2600. Americké letectvo
dostalo nejprve malou sérii A-20A Havoc s motory vybavenymi turbokompresory a pak velké série verzi A-20B
a A-20C. Ty se liSily zejména tvarem proskleni pridé. A-20B méla proskleni stupnéné, A-20C Sikmé. Tyto stroje
odebiralo i RAF, které pfidélilo verzi A-20B jméno Boston Mk.III a verzi A-20C Boston Mk.IIIA. Déale sa iyio stroje
dostaly do vyzbroje SAAF, RAAF (ex holandské stroje pro Holandskou vychodni Indii) a Brazilie. V ramci Lend-Lease
je dostal i Sovétsky svaz. Na zakladé téchto stroju byly postaveny i no¢ni stihaci verze, americka P-70 a britska Havoc
NF Mk.II. Cast britskych strojii byla prestavéna na variantu Havoc Turbinlite se svétlometem v pridi a nelspésné
pouzita k no¢nimu stihani.

A-20B/C se jako lehké bombardéry a bitevniky velmi osvédcily. USAF je nasadilo hlavné v Africe a Italii, Britské RAF
s Bostony zahéjilo tzv. Non-stop ofenzivu, pouzivalo je jako denni bombardéry i k nonim Gtokim na nepfatelska
letisté a jiné cile (Intrudery). Cast stroju nasadilo také v Africe a Italii. Australské RAAF upravilo své Bostony montazi
pevnych zbrani do pfidi a nasadilo je s velkymi Uspéchy k bitevnim Gtokim z malych vy$ek. Dal§im vyvojem vznikly
verze A-20G/H/J/K vyzbrojené stfeleckou véZi misto hibetniho stielisté. Ty slouZily az do konce druhé svétové valky.
Rozpéti: 18,69 m, délka: 14,27 m, max. rychlost: 560 km/h, dolet: 1 740 km, dostup: 8 800 m., nosnost pum: 940 kg,
obranna vyzbroj se liila dle provedeni pro USAF nebo RAF.

€2

In 1937 US Air Force HQ found out that single engined Attack aircrafts’ performances are not sufficient. Therefore a
competition was issued calling for new twin engined aircraft of the latter category. Douglas Co. won this competition
with its Model 7B design. The original design was subsequently modified, partly according to the French
requirements, too. France and other European countries had ordered these machines under designation DB7A. All
these machines were powered by R-1830 engines. When the France had capitulated the rest orders were taken over
by RAF that designated these machines as Boston Mk.I. Both RAF and USAF had demanded better performances so
Douglas Co. designed Model DB-7B powered by R-2600 engines with better output. First off USAF received small
batch of A-20A Havocs powered by engines with superchargers and then bigger series of A-20B and A-20C. These
versions differed from each other mainly by the nose glazing shape. A-20B had step like glazing but A-20C featured
diagonal edge of the glazing. Both versions were also ordered by RAF that designated them Boston Mk.111 and Mk.IIIA
respectively. Moreover, these machines were used by SAAF and RAAF (ex-dutch machines foe Dutch East India AF)
and Brazil. As a part of the Lend-Lease treaty, also Soviet Union received these machines. Based on these versions
the night fighter version, US P-70 and Britich Havoc NF Mk.II were built. Several British machines were modified into
Havoc Turbinlite equipped with searchlight in nose for night fighter missions but without success. A-20B/C proved
efficient as light bombers and attack planes. USAF deployed them mainly to Africa and Italy, RAF started with Bostons
the so-called Non-Stop offensive; they were used as day bombers and night Intruder missions against enemy
airbases and other targets. Several machines were also deployed to Africa and Italy. Australian RAAF modified its
Bostons by addition of fixed machineguns into nose and successfully used them as ground attack planes. Further
development brought versions A-20G/H/J/K equipped with dorsal turret in place of the original dorsal gunner’s
position. These versions served until the end of the World War 2.

Wingspan: 18.69 m, length: 14.27 m, max. speed: 560 km/h, range: 1,740 km, service ceiling: 8,800 m., bomb load:
940 Kg; both USAF and RAF versions differed by defensive armament.
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Boston Mk.III ‘Intruder’, AL468/TH-O, No.418 City of Edmonton Boston Mk.III ,Intruder”, AL468/TH-O, No. 418 ,City of Edmonton®
Sqgn RCAF, Bradwell Bay, December 1942 to June 1943. On the Squadron RCAF, Bradwell Bay, prosinec 1942 az Cerven 1943.

night of 12 April 1943, S/L Burton-Gyles shot down an enemy V tomto letounu sestfelil S/L Burton-Gyles v noci 12. dubna 1943
aircraft over the town of Beauvais. To mark this achievement, nepratelsky letoun nad Beauvais. Tento Uspéch oznacovala
a small swastika was painted on the port fuselage underneath svastika pod javorovym listem na levé strané trupu.

the Canadian maple leaf badge.
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Boston Mk.III ‘Intruder’, W8295/TH-G, No.418 City of Edmonton Boston Mk.III ,Intruder”, W8295/TH-G, No. 418 ,City of Edmonton*
Sqgn RCAF, Bradwell Bay, early 1943. Overall black machine wore Squadron RCAF, Bradwell Bay, zacatek roku 1943. CeloCerny
mission markings on its port front fuselage. letoun byl ozdoben symboly misi na levi strané pfidé.
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Havoc Mk.II, AH523/VY-Z, No.85 Sqn RAF, Hurdson, Havoc Mk.II, AH523/VY-Z, No.85 Squadron RAF, Hurdson,
August 1941. srpen 1941.
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Havoc Mk.II, AH520/VY-A, No.85 Sgn RAF, Hurdson, Havoc Mk.II, AH520/VY-A, No.85 Squadron RAF, Hurdson,
September to October 1941. zafi—fijen 1941.
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