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Nakajima Ki-43-ll Ko/Otsu

‘Japan'’s allies’

Ccz

Japonské armadni letectvo zadalo v prosinci 1937 bez obvyklé soutéze firmé Nakajima vyvoj nové stihacky. Ta méla
v budoucnu nahradit v té€ dobé do vyzbroje stihacich jednotek zafazované tehdy nové Ki-27. Po pomérné slozitém
VyVoji spojeném s Upravami prototypu, kterych bylo celkem tfinact, byl novy Ki-43-1Ko s bojovym jménem Hajabusa
pfijat Ho vyzbroje 9.1. 1941. Sériova vyroba bézela jiz od zafi 1940. Do boju se nové stihacky dostaly nad Malajskem a
Singapurem. Svou obratnosti pfekonavaly vSechny spojenecké typy a smetly z oblohy prakticky vSe. Ukazalo se ale,
Ze pfinékterych obratech se letounim borti poddimenzované kfidlo.

V unoru 1942 vzlétl prototyp nové verze Ki-43-11 Ko se siln&jSim motorem Ha-115 a kratSim zesilenym kfidlem. Ta na
vyrobnich linkach postupné nahradila Ki-43-1. Vyrabéna byla i v licenci. Vyvoj novych verzi pokracoval od Ki-43-I|
Otsu az ke Ki-43-lll. U jednotlivych verzi se ménily kryty motoru, chladice a postupné zesilovala vyzbroj. Ki-43 se stal
nejrozSifenéjsim japonskym armadnim stihacim letadlem. Bojoval od za¢atku valky az do jejiho konce. Zafazen byl k
tficeti Ctyfem sentaiim a k dvanacti samostatnym Hiko-sentaiim. Kromé toho se dostal do vyzbroje loutkového statu
Mancukuo, Thajska a po valce do letectev Indonesie, komunistické Ciny a Francouzkych kolonialnich sil v Indociné.
Na zacatku valky byl povaZzovan Ki-43 za velmi nebezpecného protivnika. Zejména po té, co byl testovan ukofistény
kus a spojenecti piloti byly varovani, aby se nepoustéli do manévrovych souboji a pouZivali taktiku ,udef a utec”
nimbus Ki-43 pohasl. V pevninské Casti Cinsko-Indického bojisté dostal od spojenecké rozpoznavaci sluzby jméno
Jim, vjihozapadnim Pacifiku pak Oscar. Jméno Oscar pak Ki-43 z(stalo pfi sjednoceni kdbdovych nazvu.

Rozpéti: 10,84 m, délka: 8,92 m, max. rychlost ve vySce 4000 m: 530 km/h, dolet/s pfidavnymi nadrzemi: 1760/3200
km, dostup: 11200 m

EN

Imperial Japanese Air Force issued Nakajima Company, without common competition, in December 1937 with
development of new fighter aircraft. This new fighter should in future replace the recently assigned Ki-27. The
development was complicated and somewhat prolonged because of the modifications. Thirteen prototypes were built
and subsequently the new fighter, designated Ki-43-1 Ko with combat name Hayabusa, was accepted by the IJAF on
January 1, 1941, though the series production had started in September 1940. New fighters participated in fights over
Malaya and Singapore. Hayabusa sported excellent maneuverability and outperformed every Allied type and was
capable to sweep out the skies of any and every opponents. The combat experiences revealed that the wings has low
strength and have tendency to disintegrate.

The prototype of the new version Ki-43-Il with more powerful Ha-115 engine, shortened and strengthened wing took
off for the first time in February 1942. Soon this new version replaced the older in production lines. The part of the
production was shifted to other companies such as Tachikawa and Rikugun. The development continued from Ki-43-|
Otsu to Ki-43-lll. Particular version sported different shapes of cowlings, oil coolers and subsequently the armament
was changed to heavier. Hayabusa soon became the most widely used fighter by IJAF. It fought from the beginning of
the war up to its bitter end. Hayabusas were assigned to forty regular Sentais and twelve independent Hiko Sentais.
Except of the latter, Hayabusas were used by puppet state Manchukuo, Thailand and after the war by Indonesia,
communist China and French Colonial Forces in Indo-China. Hayabusa was considered highly dangerous opponent
at the beginning of the war. This suspicion was confirmed when a seized example of Ki-43 was tested. Allied pilots
were then warned not to try dogfight Hayabusas and instead use hit and run tactics. In the mainland CBI area allied
intelligence issued for Ki-43 recognition code name Jim. In South East Pacific area it was named Oscar and this name
was officially accepted for Nakajima Ki-43 of all versions.

Wingspan: 10.84 m, Length: 8.92 m, Max. Speed at 4000 m: 530 kmh, Range / with external fuel tanks: 1760/ 3200
km, Service Ceiling: 11,200 m.
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Special Hobby také nabizi pro stavebnici
Ki-43-11 CMK sety 7408 Ki-43-11/111
Hayabusa Cockpit, 7409 Ki-43 I/l
Hayabusa Control Surfaces a barevné
leptané dily K72001.

Navstivte nase webové stranky
www.speciahobby.cz

Special Hobby offers for Ki-43-1l kits
CMK sets 7408 Ki-43-ll/llI Hayabusa
Cockpit, 7409 Ki-43 II/lll Hayabusa
Control Surfaces and coloured P-E parts
K72001 as well.

Visit our website www.speciahobby.eu
Ki-431l/1l1 Cockpit Set

Ki-43Il/lll Photo-Etched Parts
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Ki-43-11 K6 Hayabusa / Oscar, letectvo MandzZuského cisarstvi, MandZukuo,
1945, Letectvo tohoto loutkového statu pod Japonskym protektoratem obdrZelo
Sest kust Ki-43-11 K6. Vsechny byly oznaceny velkymi dedikacnimi népisy a
mély byt nasazeny proti B-29, ale Zadnou se manZuskym pilotdim sestrelit
nepodafilo. Kfidelni znaky mandzuskych Oscart byly nestandardni. Pruhy barev
nebyly rovnobézné, ale sledovaly sbihajici se fady nytu.

SCHEME A

Ki-43-11 Koh Hayabusa / Oscar, Manchukuo Imperial Air Force, Manchuria, 1945.
The air force of the Japanese-controlled puppet state received six Ki-43-Il Koh
fighter aeroplanes, all of which bore presentation slogans on their fuselages. The
machines were supposed to take on the B-29 bombers, none of which was
eventually shot down by Manchuria pilots. The wing roundels on these Oscars
differed from the standards, the colour bands followed the rivet lines rather than
being parallel.
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Black Aluminium Zluta
Cemé Hilinik Yeliow
H12/C32 He/c8 H4/C4

Barva vrtule
Propeller Colour
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Ki-43-11 Otsu Hayabusa / Oscar, Foong Bin 15 (letecka squadrona 15), kralovské
Thajské letectvo, Don Muang, Thajsko, 1943. RTAI dostalo od Japonska 24 ks
Ki-43 a pozdéji t3 dalsi jako nahradu ztrat. Zprvu létaly se star§im typem znak.
Znak tvofil bily slon na ¢erveném obdélniku. Na hornich plochach kfidla zdstaly
plvodni japonské znaky, aby nedo$lo k zaméné s ¢inskymi nebo spojeneckymi
letouny.

SCHEME B

Cerné Hilinik Zluté
Black Aluminium Yellow
H12/C32 H8/C8 H4/C4

Ki-43-11 Otsu Hayabusa / Oscar, Foong Bin 15 (15 Air Sqn), Royal Thai Air Force,
Don Muang, Thailand, 1943. Twenty-four Ki-43 fighters were delivered to the
RTAF from Japan with three more later to replace the losses. At first, the machi-
nes flew with the early style national markings which was a white elephant
against red rectangle. The wing top surfaces retained the original Japanese
roundels to prevent the Oscars being misidentified for Chinese or Allied fighters.

Barva vrtule
Propeller Colour
C131
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H37/C47 C129 H1/C1 7



Ki-43-11 Otsu Hayabusa / Oscar, pilot Fit. Lt. Therdsak Worrasap, Foong Bin 15
(letecka squadrona 15), kralovské Thajské letectvo, Don Muang, Thajsko,
podzim 1944. Pfi naletu USAAF na Bangkok 2. listopadu 1944 Lt. Worrasap
téZce poskodil jeden B-29. Jeho letoun byl zapélen odvetnou palbou a on se
musel zachranit na padaku. Pri naletu bylo sestfeleno celkem sedm japonskych
a thajskych stihacek, americkou ztratou byl jeden B-29, pravdépodobné ten, na
ktery zautoCil Lt. Worrasap. Popaleny Lt. Worrasap byl za tento boj ocenén
druhym vyznamenanim za state¢nost. Bylo to jiZ jeho druhé, poprvé byl ocenén
Zza svou UCast v thajsko-francouzské valce v roce 1941.

SCHEME C

Ki-43-11 Otsu Hayabusa / Oscar, pilot Fit. Lt. Therdsak Worrasap, Foong Bin 15
(15 Air Sqn), Royal Thai Air Force, Don Muang, Thailand, Autumn 1944. On 2
November 1944, USAAF B-29 bombers attacked Bangkok and Lt.Worrasap
seriously damaged one of them. However, his machine was also hit by a return
fire and so he had to bail out. During the raid, seven Japanese and Thai fighters
were shot down with the loss of only one B-29 bomber which would have been
that one hit by Lt.Worrasap. The Thai pilot had suffered burns and was decorated
a second time for bravery. The first decoration he received for his actions during
the 1941 Franco-Thai war.

Cerné Hilinik Zluté
Black Aluminium Yellow
H12/C32 H8/C8 H4/C4

Barva vrtule 1JA Seda

Propelier Colour IJA Grey
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