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Spitfire Mk. XIl “Low Altitude Fighter”

@ Spitfire Mk.XIl was less widespread version of this famous fighter mainly due to the low amount of produced
machines. Nevertheless, for the Spitfire development it is one of the mostimportant versions. It was the first Griffon powered
production version. Griffon engine that was developed in 1930s featured great potential for future power output
enhancement. The Supermarine designers were aware of this feature and modified Spitfire fuselage structure to
accommodate the Griffon engine. The prototype designated Mk.1V (later re-designated to Mk.XX) of serial number DP845
took off for the first time on November 27, 1941. Unfortunately, RAF was not interested in the new version at all. Eventually,
RAF reviewed their opinion when German fighter bombers had begun their hit and run tactics of disturbing raids over South
England. This tactic was based on the idea of low level flight below the radar screen, short attack on desired target with
bombs and cannons and fats return just above the sealevel. This brought sudden need of low level, high performance fighter
for RAF. Air Ministry turned to, among others, Spitfire producer — Supermarine Aviation Works. The yet unused Spitfire Mk.IV
prototype was modified in Castle Bromwich. This prototype received Rolls-Royce Griffon [IB engine that the highest, thanks
to the . The modified prototype of serial number DP845 took off on April 10, 1942. Griffon |1B drove four bladed propeller. Due
to the powerful slipstream of the propeller (the propeller rotated in opposite direction that on Merlin powered machines) the
rudder had to be enlarged. The short span wing including the asymmetrically mounted oil radiators was taken from Spitfire
LF Mk.VC fighter. The standard armament of that era consisted of two 20 mm cannons and four 7.7 mm machine guns. J.
Quill, the chief of the company’s test pilots, gladly recalls the speed comparison of the new Spitfire version with Hawker
Typhoon and captured Fw 190 while being trialed in Farnborough. The expected sequence Fw 190, Typhoon and Spitfire it
was completely opposite; Spitfire had beaten the second typhoon and so the Fw 190. The production had started in October
1942 when some of the Spitfire Mk.IX (originally Mk.V) and Mk.VIII fuselages already on assembly lines were converted to
Mk.XII version. Mk.IX fuselages featured non retractable tail wheels while Mk.VIlIs had retractable tail wheel and wing fuel
tanks. There exist four sub-versions of Spitfire Mk.XIl due to the fact that during the production even the newer version
Griffon Mk.VI was installed. Spitfire Mk.XIIs were assigned to No. 41 and 91 Squadrons. Both squadrons covered the
airspace of South England, La Manche Channel and French and Belgian coastline. Not only that Spitfire Mk.XII intercepted
Luftwaffe bombers but they also successfully escorted Typhoon fighter bombers or were part of US bombers’ escort heading
due to France. Even though Spitfire Mk.XII first victory was Junkers Ju 88, the rest of the tally creates only enemy fighters; 42
Fw 190s, 19 Bf 109s, 46 V-1 flying bombs and one balloon. Spitfire Mk.XIl were withdrawn from the frontline service in
September 1944,

Wingspan: 9.93 m, Length: 9.70 m, Max. Speed: 632 kmh at 5 500 m / 557 kmh at sea level, Climb Rate: 1,160 m per min,
Service Ceiling: 12,200m, Range: 530 km /800 km with external fuel tank.

@ Spitfire Mk.XII patfi vzhledem k poctu vyrobenych kust k méné rozSifenym variantam této slavné stihacky. Ale pro
vyvoj Spitfiru patfi k nejdalezitéjSim verzim.

Jde totiz o prvni sériové vyrabénou verzi s motorem Griffon. Motor Griffon zkonstruovany na konci tficatych let minulého
stoleti mél do budoucna velky potencial zvySovani vykonu. Toho si byli konstruktéfi Supermarinu védomi a tak navrhli
zéastavbu Griffonu do upraveného trupu draku Spitfiru. Prototyp oznageny Mk.IV , serialu DP845 (a pozdé&ji pfeznageny
Mk.XX) vzlétl poprvé 27. listopadu 1941. Ale o novou verzi nejevilo RAF zajem. To se zménilo, kdyz némecké stihaci
bombardéry zacaly nad jizni Anglii uplatfiovat taktiku ruSivych naletd ,udef a utec“. Ta spocivala v nizkém letu pod
radarovym krytim, kratkém utoku pumami a kandny na vybrany cil a rychlém navratu opét tésné nad hladinou mofe. Razem
RAF nutné potfebovalo stihacku s vysokymi vykony v nizkych vySkach. Ministerstvo letectvi se proto obratilo mimo jinéina
vyrobce Spitfirl — Supermarine Aviation Works.

V Castle Bromwich upravili zatim nevyuZity prototyp letounu Spitfire Mk.IV. Motor Rolls-Royce Griffon 11B namontovany do
tohoto prototypu dosahoval, a to diky pfeplfiovani jednostupfiovym dvourychlostnim kompresorem, nejvy$siho vykonu v
malych az stfednich operacnich vySkach. Upraveny prototyp sériového Cisla DP845 vzlétl 10. dubna 1942, Griffon IIB
roztacel Gtyflistou vrtuli. Vy$si klopny moment vrtule (ota€ela se navic na opac¢nou stranu nez u motort Merlin) si vynutil
zvétSeni plochy smérovky. Kfidlo se zkracenym rozpétim bylo pfevzato ze stihaciho Spitfiru LF Mk.VC vcetné
asymetrickych chladicd. Vyzbroj tvofily v té dobé standardni dva kandny raze 20 mm a &tyfi kulomety raze 7,7 mm. Séf
tovarnich pilotd J. Quill rad vzpominal na porovnani rychlosti nové verze Spitfiru a Hawkerem Typhoon a kofistnim Fw 190
pfi testech ve Farnborough. Oproti oéekavanému poradi Fw 190, Typhoon a Spitfire bylo pravé opacné, Spitfire porazil jak
druhého Typhoona, tak i Fw 190. V fijnu 1942 se rozebéhla sériova vyroba, na verzi Mk.XIl se upravovaly jiZ na vyrobnich
linkach rozpracované trupy Spitfird Mk.IX (Cili pGvodné Mk.V) a trupy verze Mk.VIII. Trupy z Mk.IX mély ostruhové kolo
pevné, trupy z Mk.VIII zatahovaci (a v kfidlech nadrze). Diky tomu, Ze béhem vyroby byl do Spitfird Mk.XIl montovan i
nové&jsi Griffon MKk.VI, existuji tedy Ctyfi podverze.

Spitfiry Mk.XII se dostaly do vyzbroje 41. a 91. peruté. Operacnim prostorem obou peruti byla zejména jizni Anglie, kanal La
Manche a pobfezi Francie a Belgie. Kromé zasahu proti stihacim bombardériim Luftwaffe Spitfiry Mk.Xll s Uspéchem
doprovazely také stihaci bombardéry Typhoon nebo tvofily sou¢ast doprovodu americkych bombardér nad Francii. | kdyz
prvnim sestfelenym nepratelskym strojem byl Ju 88, na konté Spitfird Mk.XIl jsou jen stihacky Fw 190 (42 ks) a Bf 109 (19 ks)
ataké 46 stfel V-1 a jeden baldn. V zafi 1944 byly Spitfiry Mk.XII vyfazeny z prvni linie.

Rozpéti: 9,93 m, délka: 9,70 m, max. rychlost: 632 km/h ve vySce 5 500 m / 557 km/h v Urovni more, stoupavost: 1 160 m/
min, dostup: 12 200m, dolet: 530 km /800 km s pfidavnou nadrzi
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COLOUR
NATRIT
PEINDRE

GSl OA

colours code FARBEN

REZAT/VRTAT
ENTFERNEN
DETACHER

7

SCRATCH BUILD \_“ CUT OFF/DRILL

ZHOTOVIT NOVE
FERTIGSTELLEN

ACHEVER

[

BEND
OHNOUT
BIEGEN
COURBER

SYMBOLS

|

POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO

INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE
ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER

ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT

[@

MOZNOST VOLBY
NACH BELIEBEN

OPTIONAL
OPTION




If you place the pilot in the cockpit,
do not use pedals (PP2, A20).
Pokud umistite pilota, pedaly
(PP2, A20) nebudou pouZity.

%PPI()O

FiLM

Model on the stand:
Pilot with the seat is to be used instead
N

of etches A9, PP1, PP4, PP5, PP10.

IR Model na stojanku:

v'/ ;_:'f\ Umistéte pilota se sedackou,
dily A9, PP1, PP4, PP5, PP10,
nebudou pouZity.

A11

A16@Q) » -
SH48192A Spitfire Mk.XIl ‘Low Altitude Fighter' (3)



@ SH48192A Spitfire Mk.XII ‘Low Altitude Fighter’



SH48192A Spitfire Mk.XIl ‘Low Altitude Fighter' (5)



Undersurface

colour Model on the stand:
Stand to be attached

where part K9 would
otherwise fit in. AlL %
‘{

. 6

"

Undersurface

colour %

30 or 45 gal. 90 gal.
FUEL TANK FUEL TANK A ?\\
HI,H3 H2 4’

OO@ % A

Tank H2 cannot be used

while the model is on the stand.

H2 nelze pouzit pro variantu modelu

pfipevnéném na stojanku.

@ SH48192A Spitfire Mk.XII ‘Low Altitude Fighter’

Model na stojanku:
Misto dilu K9 pfipevnéte
stojanek.

" ,, Undersurface
4 colour

stand

Model on the stand:
@ Door to be closed.

Model na stojanku:

Dvirka v zaviené poloze.

© K9

Undersurface
C33 colour

Undersurface

Undersurface
colour

STP 9 @ Model on the stand:
Undercarriage to be retracted.
Model na stojanku:
Nalepte podvozek v zaviené poloze.




STEP 11
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A27
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Model on the stand:
Door closed.

Model na stojénku:
Dvirka zavrena.

STEP 8
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Spitfire Mk.XIl MB882, No 41 Sqn,F/O Donald H.

Smith (RAAF), Friston, April 1944. Smith’s personal
mount from December 1943 to June 1944, later flown by F/L
Terence Spencer. This machine performed 125 sorties
including 30 anti-diver patrols in total of 153hrs 20mins in its
career between 30 Dec 1943 and 11 Sept 1944.

Camo A
IE—

Spitfire Mk.XIl MB882, 41.perut, pilot F/O Donald
H. Smith (RAAF), Friston, duben 1944. Smithav
osobni stroj v obdobi od prosince 1943 do ¢ervna 1944. Poté
na ném létal F/L Terence Spencer. Stroj ma na konté 125 akci
vcetné 30 hlidek proti V-1, v celkovém trvani 153 hodin a 20
minut mezi 30.prosincem 1943 a 11.zarim 1944.

4

A Tmava zelené B Oceanska seda C  Stredni moiska seda D  Nebeska E  Ziuta

ﬁpe cial
OBBV

Dark Green - Ocean Grey Medium Sea Grey O Sky Q Yellow
- H333/C333 C362 H335/C335 H74/C26 H329/C329 E%
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Spitfire Mk. X1l MB854, No 41 Sqn, in service between Spitfire Mk.XIl MB854, 41. perut, ve sluzbé mezi
Aug 1944 till 08 Jan 1945, carried EB-T code until Oct 44, then srpnem 1944 a 8. lednem 1945. Do Fijna 1944 nesl oznaceni

EB-Z. Thus the “T” letter is overpainted with some darker EB-T, pozdéji EB-Z, trupové pismeno bylo zamalovano

colour, most probably with fresh Dark Green. One of only two tmavsi barvou, nejspiSe Cerstvou tmavé zelenou. Jeden z

Mk.Xlls positively known to have carried D-day stripes. pouze dvou Spitl XIl zachycenych na fotografii s invaznimi
pruhy.

Camo B
IE—

(fresh colour)

G
[
—— - > 10 (T T ——
Lo O
D
_© o 19
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Wing D-day stripes possibly
also under the wing, although [ — e

not visible on available photo.

T F
(fresh colour) T ) /
A O] E
w O @/
! F 2
> e
= e
S O

ﬁpe cial
OBBV

(RS

Nebeska Zluta Matna bila Matna cerna

A Tmava zelené B Oceénska seda C  Stfedni morska Seda

D E F G
- Dark Green - Ocean Grey Medium Sea Grey O Sky O Yellow O Flat White - Flat Black
H333/C333 C362 H335/C335 H74/C26 H329/C329 H11/C62 H12/C33
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Spitfire Mk.XIl MB840, No 41 Sqn, Friston, April  Spitfire Mk.XIl MB840, 41. perut, Friston, duben
1944. In active service from 19 Oct 1943 till 20 Sept 1944,  1944. Slouzil od 19. Fijna 1943 aZ do 20. z&fi 1944, kariéru

lost by accident (ground collision) on 01 Feb 1945, while in  ukoncil u 33. Maintenance Unit kdyz 1. unora 1945 narazil do
No.33 Maintenance Unit. zemeé.

ﬁpeciaL
A Tmava zelené B Oceanska seda C  Stredni moiska seda D  Nebeska E  Ziuta OBBV

Dark Green - Ocean Grey Medium Sea Grey O Sky Q Yellow
- H333/C333 C362 H335/C335 H74/C26 H329/C329 E%
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Spitfire Mk. X1l MB832, No 91 Sqn, Hawkinge, May

1943. F/O Jean Pierre Maridor (Free French), DFC. First
flown on an Air Test on 22 May 1943, three days later J.P.
Maridor used this a/c to destroy an Fw190. Lost on 23 Jan
1944, downed by enemy fighters while flown by F/Sgt
J.H.Hymas.

A
Camo D

E——

Spitfire Mk.XII MB832, 91. perut, Hawkinge, kvéten
1943. Pilot F/O Jean Pierre Maridor, DFC, letectva
Svobodnych Francouzu s timto strojem poprvé letél
22.kvétna 1943 a jiZ o tii dny pozdeji s nim sestrelil Fw190.
Spit byl ztracen 23.ledna 1944 béhem souboje s nepratelskou
stihackou.

Tstandard camouflage
pattern

ﬁpeciaL
A Tmava zelené B Oceanska seda C  Stredni moiska seda D  Nebeska E  Ziuta OBBV

Dark Green - Ocean Grey Medium Sea Grey O Sky Q Yellow
- H333/C333 C362 H335/C335 H74/C26 H329/C329 E%
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STENCILS (common to A—D camouflages) related to these first Griffoned Spitfire Mk.XIIs.
mm—— [or the rest of the machine use standard stencil decals supplied on a separate decals sheet.

Zluta
34 35 35 yellow
(EB-B) (EB-B, EB-Z, DL-S) (EB-J) 1929/ €329

Matna cerna
Flat Black
H12/C33

POPISKY (spolecné pro véechny kamuflaze A-D), které byly specifické pro tuto B
prvni sériovou verzi Spitu s motorem Griffon. Na zbytek letadla pouZijte univerzaini o E—
pospisky ze samostatného archu.

ﬁpe cial
OBBV
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