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Latécoere 298

The Latecoere (Late) 298 was commissioned in 1933 by the French Navy to replace the aging and not very successful Latecoere
290 torpedo bomber. Latecoere has prepared a design for a large all-metal mid-plane with two floats. Based on this design, a
prototype was commissioned in 1935. This prototype first flew on May 8 1936. The tests lasted a long time and the first Late 298s
were assigned to French Navy units in October 1938. This gave the French Navy a reliable, robustd, long-range machine. The 260
litre fuel tanks in the floats contributed to this. The Late 298 was powered by an 880 hp Hispano Suiza 12Y engine. It was capable of
both torpedo attacks and dive-bombing, and carried depth charges for anti-submarine operations. Armed with two fixed, forward-
firing Darne 7.5 cm machine guns in the wing, the gunner defended the rear hemisphere with a movable gun of the same make and
calibre.

When World War |l started, the Late 298 were assigned to four Escadrilles (squadrons). Later on, before the German attack in the
spring of 1940, these planes joined two more Escadrilles. They operated from coastal bases both in France and in the North African
French colonies. Several machines were stationed on the seaplane carrier Commandant Teste. The machines were involved in
reconnaissance and anti-submarine operations and, after the attack on France, in offensive actions over land. Although bombing
land attacks on German troops did not halt the advance of Wehrmacht columns, the Late 298 suffered few losses in these attacks
compared to other French types. Late 298s were used for bombing attacks on ltalian troops attacking southern France. After the
French defeat and the formation of Vichy France, the Late 298s were used from African bases and, after the Allied landings in Africa,
operated under RAF Coastal Command against German U-boats in the Mediterranean. One crew flew their Vichy plane to Malta in
June 1940 and joined the RAF. The machine then served in Malta and Egypt with British insignia. Captured planes were also tested
and used by the Luftwaffe.

After the liberation of France, the Late 298 was used to attack German-held French ports on the Atlantic coast. The surviving
machines were overhauled and served as trainers until the early 1950s.

Wingspan: 15.5 m, length: 12.5 m, max. speed: 290 km/h at an altitude of 2000 m, range: 1000 to 2200 km (with additional tanks),
ceiling: 5100 m, armament: 3x Darna 7.5 mm machine gun, 700 kg bombs or torpedo.

Latecoere (Late) 298 byl objednan v roce 1933 francouzskym namofrnictvem jako nahrada zastaravajicich a nepfili§ Uspésnych
torpédovych bombardérl Latecoere 290. Firma Latecoere pfipravila navrh velkého celokovového stfedoplo$niku se dvéma
plovaky. Na zakladé tohoto navrhu byla objednana v roce 1935 stavba prototypu. Ten vzlétl 8. kvétna 1936. Testy trvaly dlouho a
prvni Late 298 byly zafazeny k jednotkam francouzského namornictva v fijnu 1938. Francouzské namornictvo tak dostalo
spolehlivé, robustni stroje s dlouhym doletem. K tomu pfispivaly i v plovacich umisténé nadrze na 260 litr(i paliva. Late 298 pohanél
motor Hispano Suiza 12Y o vykonu 880 Hp. Dle potfeby a nesené vyzbroje byl schopen jak torpédovych utoku, tak stfemhlavého
bombardovani, k protiponorkovym akcim nosil hlubinné pumy. Ozbrojen byl dvéma pevnymi, vpfed stfilejicimi kulomety Darne 7,5
cm v kfidle, stfelec branil zadni polosféru pohyblivou zbrani stejné znacky araze.

V dobé vypuknuti druhé svétové valky tvorily Late 298 vyzbroj CtyF Escadrilles (letek). Do némeckého Utoku na Francii na jafe
1940 se stihly prezbrojit dalSi dvé Escadrille. Operovaly z pobfeznich zakladen jak ve Francii, tak v severoafrickych francouzskych
koloniich. Nékolik strojii bylo umisténo na nosici hydroplani Commandant Teste. Stroje se zapojily do prizkumnych a
protiponorkovych operaci a po Utoku na Francii i do utoénych akci nad pevninou. Bombardovaci utoky nad pevninou na némecka
vojska postup kolon Wehrmachtu sice nezastavilo, ale Late 298 pfi nich utrzily jen malé ztraty ve srovnani s jinymi francouzskymi
typy. Late 298 byly pouZity k bombardovacim Gtokdm na italska vojska, Uto€ici na jih Francie. Po francouzské porazce a vzniku
Vichystické Francie byly Late 298 pouzivany z africkych zékladen a po spojeneckém vylodéni v Africe operovaly v ramci pobfezniho
velitelstvi RAF proti némeckym ponorkam ve Stfedomofi. S jednim z vichistickych strojl jeho osadka odlétla v cervnu 1940 na Maltu
a vstoupila do RAF. Stroj pak slouzil na Malté a v Egypté s britskymi znaky. Kofistni stroje testovala a pouzivala i Luftwaffe.

Po osvobozeni Francie byla Late 298 pouzity k Utokiim na Némci drzené francouzské pfistavy na pobfezi Atlantiku. PreZivsi stroje
prosly generalni opravou a slouzily jako cviéné do zaCatku padesatych let 20. stoleti.

Rozpéti: 15,5 m, délka: 12,5 m, max. rychlost: 290 km/h ve vySce 2000 m, dolet: 1000 az 2200 km (s pfidavnymi nadrzemi), dostup
5100 m, vyzbroj: 3x kulomet Darne 7,5 mm, 700 kg pum nebo torpédo.
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Latécoére 298 No.44, HB1-1, of escadrille HB1's commanding Latécoére 298 No.44, HB1-1, letoun velitele escadrille HB1 LV
officer LV Baron, Karouba, French Algeria, early 1940. Seaplanes Barona, Karouba, Francouzské AlZirsko, zacdtek roku 1940.
of HB1 were operated for antisubmarine duties over the sea Letouny HB1 konaly protiponorkovou sluzbu mezi AlZirskem a
between Algeria and Gibraltar. In the spring of 1940 the wing Gibraltarem. Béhem jara 1940 byly kotvy v kfidelnich znacich
roundels had their anchors painted over. zamalovdny.
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French Roundel Red
Francouzka znakova cervena
H3/C3
A B C D E
- Dark Grey Blue  ( ) Light Grey Blue -Bjack - French Roundel Blue ( ) White
Tmava Modrosed4 Svétla Modroseda Cerna Francouzka znakovd modra Bila

H337/C337 H307/C307 H2/C2 H25/C34 Hi1/C1



Latécoére 298 No.106, PN+GX, Luftwaffe, Marignane, occupied Latécoére 298 No.106, PN+GX, Luftwaffe, Marignane, okupovand
Francie, Summer 1944. During the August 1944 Dragoon Allied Francie, léto 1944. Letoun byl poskozen a ukoristén v srpnu 1944
operation, the landing of the Anglo-American troops in southern pfi spojenecké operaci Dragoon, vylodéni angloamerickych vojsk
France, the aircraft was damaged and captured. Some earlier v jiZzni Francii. Starsi podklady uvdadély myiné tento letoun jako
sources incorrectly stated that the machine, coded FN+GX, had FN+GX, s tim, Ze operoval na Baltu.

been operated over the Baltic Sea. A @ p
Scheme B {% —
corr. decal & 549

/
- Light Grey Blue (Fresh)

Svétla Modroseda (Gerstvé)
H307/C307 97%+H2/C2 3%

A B C G H
- Dark Grey Blue  ( ) Light Grey Blue -Bjack ( ) Yellow RLM 04 - Dark Grey Blue (Fresh)
Tmava Modroseda Svétla Modroseda Cerna Zluta RLM 04 Tmava Modroseda (Gerstvd)
H337/C337 H307/C307 H2/c2 H413/C113 H337/C337 97%+H2/C2 3%
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