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V 1ét¢ 1940 se nad Britskymi ostrovy objevil jeden z prototypt Ju 86P. Létal v tak velkych vyskach, Zze byl
nezasazitelny jak protivzdusnou obranou, tak britskymi stihackami. Obavy z ofenzivy vyskovych bombardéri
Luftwaffe vedly Air Ministry k vydani specifikaci F.4/40. Ty pozadovaly vyskovy stiha¢ vyzbrojeny Sesti kandny,
vybaveny radarem a pietlakovou kabinou pro dvouélennou osadku.

Ze ¢tyt projekti firem Hawker, General Aircraft a Westland byl vybran jeden ze dvou navrhii Westlandu,
dvoumotorovy dolnoplosnik tovarniho oznaceni P.14. V pribé&hu kresleni prosel tento navrh velkymi zménami.
Definitivni navrh piedstavoval jednomistny stfedoplosnik s pfetlakovou kabinou a s vyzbroji ¢tyt kanond. 9. ledna
1941 objednalo RAF stavbu dvou prototypti a zaroven objednavku na 100 a pozdéji na dalsich 200 ks..

Prvni prototyp Welkinu Mk.IDG558/G vzlétl 1. listopadu 1942. Objevily se problémy s kiidélky a s podélnym
fizenim, upravoval se tvar ocasnich ploch, tvar motorovych gondol. Casto selhavaly regulatory otiek vrtuli, coz
pronasledovalo i dalsi Welkiny. Zavady se postupné dafilo odstranovat.

I pfesto se pii vojenskych zkouskach u Zkusebni jednotky RAF pro zachytné stihani zjistilo, ze Welkin ma
problémy s fiditelnosti a Zze je velmi neobratny. Ofenziva némeckych vyskovych bombardérti se nekonala. RAF
proto hledalo moznost vyuziti Welkinu v jiné roli, ale pro specializovanou konstrukci a specifické vlastnosti nebyl
Welkin v jinych rolich vyuzitelny. Usp&iny byl pouze navrh na dvoumistnou noéni stihaci variantu. Prototyp byl
prestavén z jednoho kusu jednomistného Welkinu a oznac¢en Mk.1I. Welkin Mk.II byl o 1,93 m delsi, v pfidi byl
umistén radar Al MK.VIII a konce kiidel mély vétsi vzepéti. Welkin nikdy nebyl pfijat do vyzbroje RAF a jeho
vyroba byla zastavena po dohotoveni 75 kust.

délka: 12,65m, rozpéti: 21,34m, max. rychlost v 12.000m: 615 km/h, opera¢ni dostup: 13.420m, dolet: 2.380 km
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During summer of 1940 one of the Ju 86P prototypes'
island. It flew so high that neither anti-aircraft artillery nor British fighters could reach
it. This led to the apprehension of high level bomber offensive so the Air Ministry issued a
F.4/40 specification. This specification called for high altitude fighter equipped with six cannons, radar and pressurized
canopy for crew of two.

Winning design was chosen from four designs proposals by Hawker, General Aircraft and Westland. It was two
engined, low wing monoplane with factory designation P.14. During the design stage it was largely modified. The final
design proposal comprised of single seater, mid-wing aircraft with pressurized canopy and armament consisting of four
cannons. The production of the two prototypes was ordered by RAF on 9" January 1941. Subsequently RAF ordered
series production of 100 aircraft later increased to 200 additional.

The first prototype Welkin Mk.ID G558/G took of on 1" November 1942. Soon ailerons and lengthwise stability
troubles appeared; the tail planes and engines' nacelles had to be reshaped. Often the propeller rotation regulators
malfunctioned and other Welkins suffered by this disease, too. These malfunctions were subsequently eliminated.
Though, the military trials by RAF Interception Testing Unit revealed that Welkin has flying control troubles and its
maneuverability is very bad. The German high level bomber offensive never ran up so RAF tried to find another
purpose for Welkins but with its specific design and characteristics the Welkin was not suitable for any. Only the
double-seater night fighter version was successful. The prototype was modified from single-seater Welkin and
designated Mk.II. Welkin Mk.IT was lengthened by 1.93 m, the wing tips had bigger dihedral and it was equipped by
nose mounted Al Mk.VIII radar.

Welkin was never accepted to RAF and its production stopped at 75" produced aircraft.

appeared over the British

Lenght: 12,65m, wing span: 21,34m, max. speed, at 12.000m: 615 km/h, service ceiling: 13.420m, range: 2.380 km
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Photo-etched parts
Fotolepty

Vacuformed canopy
Vakuformova kabina

M2
M1 M1

Strengthened undercarriage legs.
Vyztuzené nohy podvozku

K lepeni pouzijte kyanoakrylatové lepidlo! Dily ohnuté, popf.
pokroucené vlivem teplotnich zmén a starnuti materialu
mohou byt narovnany do poZadovaného tvaru pomoci proudu
teplé vody nebo vzduchu (fén na vlasy).Kontaktni plochy
doporuc¢ujeme pifed lepenim odmastit.

For best glueing results use cyanoacrylate glue! Parts slightly
distorted and bended owing to temperature changes or due
to material ageing can be straightened to requested shape
by hot water or hot air jet. This process can be repeated till
result is entirely satisfactory. Before glueing degreasing is
recommended.
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Welkin F Mk.l, DX281
Westland Aircraft Ltd.,
Somerset, November 1943
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4— 78 fotografii

A— yykresy v méf. 1/72 zpracované na
zakladé vyrobnich vykresi

4 historie, technicky popis a data

- prehled vyrobenych letount

4— 2 strany barevnych kamufl. schémat

A detaily zbarveni

4 popis vyzbroje a vystroje
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Zasilkova sluzba pro jednotlivce:
ARTUR MODEL CENTRUM

PO Box 79, 274 01 Slany

Tel: 312 523 556, fax: 312 520 921
e-mail: info@artur-m-c.cz
WWW.artur-m-c.cz

Obchodni kontakty a objednavky:
MARK I s.r.o.

PO Box 10, 100 31 Praha 10 - Stranice
Tel/fax: 241 765 158

e-mail: mark1@cmail.cz
www.4pluspublications.com

Westland Welkin

publikace Z&{’* publication

4— 28 pages

A— 78 photos

A— fold-out sheet of 1/72 scale plans based
on factory drawings

- type history and technical description

4+— production overview

4+— 2 pages full colour profiles

+— camouflage details

+— armament & equipment description

4 pull-out poster

Available from good bookshops

or from:

MARKI Ltd.

PO Box 10, 100 31 Prague 10 - Strasnice,
Czech Republic

Tel/fax: +420-241 765 158

e-mail: mark1@cmail.cz
www.4pluspublications.com
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