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CAC CA-9 Wirraway
C7 - Historie ‘In training and combat’

V roce 1936 byla zaloZzena z popudu australské vlady letecka a motorarska firma Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation
Pty, Ltd. Jasné vyvstavalo nebezpeci dalSiho svétového konfliktu a hrozilo, Ze pfi odfiznuti od zasobovacich tras by
nebyl mozny dovoz letadel. Samostatnost tak méla zajistit vyroba vlastnich nebo licenénich letadel. Séfkonstruktérem
se stal L. Wackett. Prvnim typem byl na zakladé licence amerického NA-33 (predchidce AT-Texanu) vyvinuty cviény a
bitevni A-20. Licence byla zakoupena v ¢ervnu 1937. Zakoupeni licence vyvolalo boufi nevole v britském parlamentu,
podle kterého méla Australie dat pfednost nékteré britské konstrukci. Australie neustoupila a tak 27.bfezna 1938 byl na
tovarnim letidti Fisherman’s Bend zalétan prototyp A20-3. Konstrukce NA-33 byla upravena a zesilena, aby A-20 mohl
slouZit nejen ve cvicné, ale i bitevni roli. Takeé vybaveni bylo australské. Strojdostal bojové jméno Wirraway. Na zakladé
prototypu byla vyrabéna Gvodni série CA-1. Cast letoun( je vyrabéna jako cviéna, ¢ast ozbrojena. Vzhledem k vypuknuti
valky v Evropé jsou objednany dal$i série CA-3 a CA-5. Stroje jsou postupné vylepSovany. Nakonec jedna vyrobni hala
produkuije cviéné a druha hala bojové Wirrawaye. Postupné jsou vyrabény dalSi serie oznacené CA-7, 8, 9, a 16. RAAF
své Wirrawaye pouzivalo k vycviku, ale pfidélilo je také k celkem deviti bojovym squadronam. Prvni Wirrawaye od 24.
Sq. se dostaly do bojl s Japonci pfi obrané Rabaulu jiz v lednu 1942. Dalsi jednotky zasahly do bojd v Malajsku. Po
Ustupu spojenct z Malajska a Vychodni Indie Wirrawaye branily Darwin a byly nasazeny na Nové Guineji. Zde se také
Wirrawaye nejvice proslavily jako bitevni letouny blizké podpory a prizkumné stroje. Jejich Gcinnost byla takova, ze
jejich podporu pozadovaly nejen australské, ale i americké jednotky. Od roku 1943 jsou Wirrawaye stale Castgji
presunovany k vycviku a do bojl jsou nasazovany stihaci Boomerangy. Ale v rdmci vycviku se Wirrawaye podileji na
vycistovacich operacich na ostrovech severné od Australie. Konec valky zastavil jejich vyrobu. RAAF je ale provozovala
jesté dlouho po valce, stejné jako Royal Australian Navy. Po valce byla také ¢ast Wirraway( prodana civilnim uzivatelim
a pouzivana k nejriznéj$im ukoliim, od létajici ambulance az po praskovani a haseni pozaru.

EN - History

By the impulse from Australian government the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation Pty, Ltd. aircraft and engine
company was founded in 1936. The danger of new World conflict was obvious and the threat of supply routes being cut
off would signify that no aircraft could have been imported anymore. The production of domestic designs or license built
aircraft could have ensured the independence. The Chief designer became L. Wackett. The first type to be produced was
training and ground support A-20 Wirraway developed using license built US NA-33 (Texan predecessor). The license
was purchased in June 1937. This led to big displeasure in British Parliament according to which Australia should have
preferred some British design. Australian government insisted and on March 27, 1938 the prototype A20-3 took off from
the company's airfield Fisherman's Bend. The design of NA-33 was modified and strengthened so that A20 could serve in
both trainer and ground support roles. The equipment was of Australian provenience, too. The aircraft was named
Wirraway. The initial series CA-1 was produced based on the prototype. Part of the aircraft was produced as trainer the
other was equipped with armament. Due to the beginning of the war in Europe further production versions CA-3 and CA-
5 were ordered. The aircraft were gradually modified. Eventually, one production plant served for training aircraft and the
other for combat Wirraways. Subsequent versions CA-7, 8, 9 and 16 were produced. RAAF used Wirraways mainly for
training but also assigned them to nine combat squadrons. The first Wirraways to enter the war were 24. Squadron
machines in January 1942 during the defense of Rabaul against Japanese invasion. Other units participated in Malaya
and East India fights. Wirraways defended Darwin and were deployed to New Guinea where they gained its greatest
fame as ground support and reconnaissance machines. Their effectiveness is best described by the fact that their
support was requested not only by Australian but also by US units. From 1943 the Wirraways started to be relocated to
training units since new Boomerangs fighters started to be assigned to combat units. Even as a part of the training
Wirraways participated in clearing the grounds on island north from Australia. Even that with the end of the hostilities the
production stopped RAAF and Royal Australian Navy used them long time afterwards. Also, several machines were sold
to civil users that used them for various purposes from flying ambulance to aerial spraying and fire bomber.

Technical Data:
Wingspan: 13.11 m, Length: 8.27 m, Max. Speed at sea level / at 1,520 m: 328 / 352 km/h, Service Ceiling: 7,017 m,
Range: 1,152 km.
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CAC CA-9 Wirraway
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Leskla bila / GLOSS WHITE H1/C1
Matna ¢erna / MATT BLACK H12/C33
Stiibrnd / SILVER H8/C8
Opéleny kov / BURNT IRON H76/C61
Platno / SAIL H93/C50
Kovova ¢erna / METAL BLACK H28/C78
Lak ¢erveny / CLEAR RED H85/C45
Barva pneu / TIRE BLACK H77/C137
Listova zelena / FOLIAGE GREEN H302/C302
Sedozelena / GREY GREEN C364

Bar vy ”””lf/ GUNZE Golour No. Nebesky modra / SKY BLUE H314/C314

Zemité hnéda / EARTH BROWN H72/C22 90%
+H47/C41 10%

[SYMBOL S|
SYMBOLS
MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT ZHOTOVIT NOVE M % NATRIT
OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND SCRATCH BUILD Gl COLOUR
NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN FERTIGSTELLEN / olours code FARBEN
OPTION ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT COURBER ACHEVER 4 PEINDRE
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CAC CA-9 Wirraway, A20-617 (C/N 818), No.86 Sqn. RAAF, severni Australie, jaro/léto CAC CA-9 Wirraway, A20-617 (C/N 818), No.86 Sqn. RAAF, Northern Australia,
1945. Letoun zUstal ve stejném zbarveni, v jakém Iétal u pfedchoziho uZivatele, No. 5 SFTS,  Spring/Summer 1945. The aircraft retained its original colours as flown by its previous
RAAF Station Uranquinty. Zadni ¢ast prekrytu byla pravdépodobné pouzita z jiného, operator the No.5 STFS at the RAAF Station Uranquity. The camouflaged rear section of the

kamuflovaného Wirrawaye canopy was most likely taken from another all-green Wirraway.

16

Scheme A

A .
O Cvi&nd Zlutd - Cernd O Listovd zelend
Trainer Yellow Black Foliage Green

H4/C4 H12/C33 H302/C302




CAC CA-9 Wirraway, A20-637 (C/N 1089), No.4 Sqn. RAAF, New Guinea, 1944. Pfiletuze ~ CAC CA-9 Wirraway, A20-637 (C/N 1089), No.4 Sqn. RAAF, New Guinea, 1944. During the
zakladny Nadzab do Madangu se u Alexishafenu prudce zhorsilo po¢asi. Letoun nemohl flight from the Nadzab base to Madagan the weather in the Alexishafen area turned bad
pokracovat v letu pro nizké mraky, které skryly hory na pobrezi. Po vy€erpani paliva se pilotovi  quickly and the pilot could not fly further because of low clouds covering the coastal mountains.

P/O P.H Sandersovi podafilo pfistat bez podvozku na mistni cesté. On | jeho pozorovatel LAC  After running out of fuel, P/O P.H Sanders had to made a forced landing on a local road with

N.D Mead zUstali nezranéni, ale letoun byl odepsan. Starsi publikace Wirraway A20-637 the undercarriage up. Both the pilot and his observer LAC N.D Mead escaped unhurt but their
presentovaly v tfibarevné kamuflazi. Ve skuteénosti byl ale dodan v barvé Foliage Green. U plane was a write-off. Some earlier publications show Wirraway A20-637 wearing a three-tone
squadrony byly doplnény rozpoznavaci prvky spojeneckych letadel, bila zbarveni nabézné scheme although the airframe was in fact delivered in Foliage Green overall. At the unit level

hrany kfidla a ocasnich ploch. D markings were painted, white wing leading edges and white empennage.

A ) D
O Cviénd Ziutd - Cernd Listovd zelend O Bilg
Trainer Yellow Black Foliage Green White

H4/C4 H12/C33 H302/C302 H21/C69
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‘Overseas Jockeys’
Supermarine Spitfire Mk.VC

‘Jungle Scouts’
CAC CA-19 Boomerang
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‘Pacific Warriors’
L-4/NE-1 Grasshopper
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1/48 resin kits and resin and 3D printed sets and figures for RAAF lovers
produced by Special Hobby
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