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Romeo Ro0.43 ‘Spanish Service’
EN

In the early 1930s the Italian Navy, or Regia Marina, became interested in a concept of a reconnaissance floatplane capable
of being catapult-launched from its war ships. Giovanni Galasso, a designer who was working for IMAM (Romeo) company,
came up with an excellent idea to re-design for naval service his earlier and by then most successful project known as the
Ro.37bis and as early as on 19 November, 1943, a new prototype of a maritime reconnaissance floatplane took off for the
first time from the port of Naples. This aeroplane carried Italian military number MM244 and was designated the Ro.43. The
production was commenced in virtually no time and the mass-produced machines differed slightly from the prototype by
having a more powerful Piaggio P-IX engine enclosed in a larger and streamlined cowling, three-bladed propeller and re-
designed empennage. The machines were equipped with one fixed and one flexible Breda Safat 7.7mm machine gun. A
single seat fighter prototype known as the Ro.44 took off for the first time in October 1936 and sported slightly different upper
fuselage and also more efficient armament of two Breda Safat 12.7mm machine guns.

In 1937, the Ro.43 production machines began their service with training units, served for a while (until the dedicated
fighters Ro.44 came) as naval fighter planes and most importantly, were being allocated to Italian cruisers and battleships.
During the lItalian invasion of Albania in April 1939, they received their baptism of fire and from the time Italy stood by the
German side in the war, the warship-based Ro.43s took part in all major clashes with the British Royal Navy, namely during
the Battle of Calabria (to the Italian known as the Battle of Punta Stilo), Battle of Cape Matapan or the attacks against
Gibraltar and Alexandria. It is of interest that the Royal Navy had the upper hand during most of these operations, mainly due
to the use of a radar and a significant role played also the performance and characteristics of the warship-based Walrus
flying boats. As the Ro.43 were becoming more and more obsolete during the course of the war, the Italians were about to
replace them with a catapult-launched version of the Re.2000 fighter, but the capitulation of Italy came sooner and marred
these plans. Certain number of Ro.43 floatplanes defected after the capitulation and were interned in Spanish Balearic
Islands, some of the machines being later used by the Spanish Navy until the 1950s.

The Ro.44 fighters were used with training as well as combat units as for example were the 88°Gruppo A. da C. and no.
161, 162, 164 and 166 Squadriglias, mainly in the Aegean Sea against Greek shipping and operated also during the day and
night against British bomber and reconnaissance aircraft. Theirfinal fate metthe Ro.44 fighters in a training aircraft role.

Wingspan: 11.57m, Lenght: 9.71m, Max. Speed Ro.43/Ro0.44: 303 /316 km/h, Ceiling: 7,200m, Range Ro.43/Ro0.44: 1,092/
1,200km

€2

Kdyz italska Regia Marina projevila na zac¢atku tficatych let zajem o plovakovy priizkumny letoun schopny startu z katapult(
vale¢nych lodi, konstruktér Giovanni Galasso pracujici pro firmu IMAM(Romeo) mél vyborny napad. Pro namorni sluzbu
pristavu zalétat prototyp MM244 nového plovakového prizkumného letounu Ro.43. Prototyp se mirné lisil od sériovych
stroju. Vyroba se rozebéhla vzapéti, sériové stroje dostaly silnéj$i verzi motoru Piaggio P-IX s hladkym vétSim krytem,
trilistou vrtuli a upravené ocasni plochy. Ty se zménily i v pribéhu vyroby, pozdéjsi vyrobni série dostala vétsi SOP. Stroje
byly vyzbrojeny jednim pevnym a jednim pohyblivym kulometem Breda Safat 7,7 mm. V fijnu roku 1936 vzlétl prototyp
jednomistné stihaci verze Ro.44. Stihaci Ro.44 meély upravené hibety trupu a silnéjsi vyzbroj dvou pevnych kulomet
Breda Safat 12,7 mm.

Sériové stroje Ro.43 se v roce 1937 dostaly do vyzbroje cviénych jednotek, kratce slouzily jako vodni stihaci (do pfichodu
Ro.44), ale hlavné byly postupné umistovany na paluby italskych kfiznikl a bitevnich lodi. Prvniho bojového nasazeni se
dockaly v dubnu 1939 pfi obsazovani Albanie. Po zapojeni Italie do valky po boku Némecka se palubni Ro.43 zu&astnily
vSech vétsich stfetd s lodstvem Royal Navy, jako byly bitvy u Punta Stilo, mysu Matapan ¢&i Gtokd na Alexandrii ¢i Gibraltar.
Zajimavé je, Ze ve vétsiné stietnuti méla navrch Royal Navy, diky pouZiti radaru a také diky vykonim palubnich letount
Walrus. Vzhledem k zastaralosti Ro.43 se uvazovalo o jejich vyméné na katapultovaci Re.2000. Italska kapitulace témto
plandm ale zabranila. Cast letoun(i Ro.43 pii kapitulaci Italie odlétla na $panélské Balearské ostrovy, kde byla internovana.
Neékolik Ro.43 diky tomu pouzivalo Spanélské namornictvo do padesatych let minulého stoleti.

Stihaci Ro.44 slouzily jak u cviénych jednotek, tak u bojovych Gtvart 88°Gruppo A. da C. , squadriglii 161., 162., 164. a
166. Operovaly zejména v Egejském mofi, kde zasahovaly proti Feckym lodim a snazily se zasahovat ve dne i v noci proti
britskym bombardérim a prdzkumnym letountim. Svou sluzbu zakongily jako $kolni letouny.

Rozpéti: 11,57 m, délka: 9,71 m, max. rychlost Ro.43/44: 303 km/h /316 km/h, dostup: 7200 m, dolet Ro.43/Ro0.44: 1092 km/
1200 km,
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Cely interier byl nastfikan italskou zelenou interiérovou barvou
Verde Anticorrosione s témito vyjimkami:

zbrané-gun metal

palubni desky a pfistroje - ¢erna

kniply, podiaha pilotniho prostoru (vinity plech) a fetizky past - hlinik
polsktrovani sedacek-tmava Seda

Motor:

karter - Seda
valce - ¢erna
chladi¢ - mosaz

The complete interior was in ltalian green Verde
Anticorrosione interior colour with these exceptions:
weapons-gun metal / instrument panel and instruments - black
control column, cockpit floor (corrugated) and seat harness chains - aluminium
seat padding - dark grey / seat harness - tan

Engine:

Al crankcase - grey
cylinders - ¢erna
oil cooler - brass

SYMBOLS M
MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT ZHOTOVIT NOVE REZAT/VRTAT NATRIT
@ OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND SCRATCH BUILD CUT OFF/DRILL | GSI ~ 6§ COLOUR
& | NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN FERTIGSTELLEN ENTFERNEN colours code FARBEN
OPTION ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT COURBER ACHEVER DETACHER PEINDRE
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Romeo Ro.43, in Spain designated HR-7, 51-13/HR.7-3, Romeo Ro0.43, ve Spané/sku oznacovany jako HR-7,
2a Escuadrilla, 51°Regimiento de Hidros, Balearic Islands, 1951. 51-13/HR.7-3, 2a Escuadrilla, 51°Regimiento de Hidros, Baleary,
1951.
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Romeo Ro.43, MM27047, Fiume-2, one of six ltalian Ro.43s that
flew to the Spanish Balearic Islands in September 1943 during the
Italian surrender and the German occupation of Italy. The Ro.43s
with the crews were interned there and the aircraft were later putto
service with the Spanish Naval Air Force.

camo B

Romeo Ro.43, MM27047, Fiume-2, jeden ze Sesti italskych Ro.43,
které odletély v zafi 1943 béhem italské kapitulace a obsazovani
itélie Némci na Spanélské Baleary. Ro.43 tam byly i s osadkami
internovany a letadla byla pozdéji zarfazena do $panéiského
namorniho letectva.
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_ Caproni Ca.113 é"%ﬁ_—

“Record and aerobatics aircraft in ltatian and Peruvian markings” in cooperation with

......

No. 240
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y model obtisky a vy p nohy. 1 .48
Resin kit contains decals and strengthened undercarriage legs. .

Made in Czech Republic

—Lombarda AR

First and second prototypes”
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No. 225
ici podvozkové nohy odlité z bilého kovu. 1'48
i I undercarriage legs. '

Made in Czech Republic =
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“Peruvian Air Force Fighter™
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No. 242
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Made in Czech Eepub/ic —
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weathering pigments

ONE SANDING STICK.

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS CAN BE FOUND AND ORDERED | WWW CMI(I(I 15.C0M
VIA OUR OFFICIAL WEBSITE AND E-SHOP.............coovvvven.. WWW.SPECIALHOBBY.EU
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4480 1/48 4481 1/48

M48024
SF-260 SF-260 Cockpit SF-260 SIAl-Marchetti
Centre Console . SF-260M/AM/W

Wheels Exhausts
Z and Seats /

w/Harness
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Fiat Br.20 Cicogna > M\ Asi
: TSNS~ M48025
‘Bomber over Two Continents’ ", % ="  FiatBRr.20 Cicogna MASK

—

Q48364 1/48 Q48365 1/48 ~ Q48366 1/48 Q48367 1/48 M48002

Main Wheels Tailwheel with Supercharger Exhausts Reggiane Re.2005
Strengthened /Y~ Air Intake MASK
Leg ecial

MASK
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