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Fairey Battle Mk.l ‘Bloodbath over France’
EN) INSTRUCTIONS

The 1933 Air Ministry Specification P37/32 sought a replacement for the biplane Hawker Hart then in service. Fairey's design was selected for
production and named Battle. March 10, 1936 saw the prototype's maiden flight. Battles were assembled by Fairey (1,164) and Austin Motors
(1,032). The majority of Battles were produced as bombers but also as trainers (T), and as target tugs (TT). Battles were flow by RAF and the air
forces of Australia (367), Belgium (16), Canada (754), Eire, Greece (11), India (2), New Zealand (2), South Africa (179), Rhodesia (25), Turkey (30).
Also, members of the Polish Air Force in the UK initially flew the Battle with Nos. 300, 301, 304, and 305 (Pol) Sgn, RAF.

The RAF received its first Battle in 1937. More than 40 squadrons flew the type in service. When war was declared, ten squadrons belonging to
the AASF took up positions in Champagne. On May 10, 1940, the first bombing raids revealed the Battle's extreme vulnerability when 13 of 32
committed to action were shot down. The next day, eight Battles bombing the Germans in Luxembourg were all shot down. On 15 May, the Battles
switched to night bombing. In one week of fighting the AASF's Bombers squadrons averaged 50% losses, and during the brief French campaign
137 Battles were lost. Beginning on the night of 21-22 July 1940, the RAF commenced a night bombing campaign on the Continent. Battle-
equipped Squadron Nos. 12, 142, 103 and 150 took part in these operations, and Nos. 300 and 301 (Pol) Sgn joined the fray from 14 August, until
October 1940.

Poland was interested in the Battle before the war, and placed an order for 100 aircraft in July 1939, 25 Battles were shipped
in September 1939 but finally were sentto Turkey. However, several Squadrons of the Polish Air Force in the UK used the Battle from August 1940,
eitheras abomber (300, 301) oras atrainer (302, 303, 308, 317). Sqn 300 (Mazovia) left the Battle for the Wellington on November 1940.

Poland had been interested in Battles before the war and ordered 100 aircraft in July 1939. The first few dozen aircraft were shipped in

September 1939, and were delivered by ships to the Romanian port of Constanza as Poland's defeat approached. However, several Polish Air
Force squadrons in Great Britain had been using Battles since August 1940, either as bombers (300, 301) or as trainers (302, 303, 308, 317). 300th
Squadron (Masovia) was converted from Battles to Wellingtons in November 1940.
In Canada, Battles were used mainly for training, and were given Canadian serial numbers. Camouflage was usually supplemented with colored
areas. The situation was similar in Australia. In addition to British ones, Belgian Battles were used in combat on the Western Front, with similar
results to those achieved by the RAF. The Greek Battles did not fare any better in 1941 due to the enemy's superiority. The South African Battles in
East Africa, deployed against Italian troops, were more successful. Even so, it turned out that the Battle, despite its good flight characteristics, was
underpowered, lacked crew and tank protection, and its defensive armament was inadequate against the enemy's superiority in fighters. Its
performance relegated it to the role of a training aircraft, in which it undoubtedly proved itself, and this role is perhaps much more significant than its
short combat deployment.

Maximum speed 394 km/h at 6,000 m, ceiling 7,620 m, wingspan 16.46 m, length 12.9 m. Offensive armament: four 250 Lb bombs internally under
wing, two 250 Lb bombs externally. Defensive armament: one 7.62 mm machine gun in the right wing, one 7.62 mm Vickers machine gun in the
rear cockpit.
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V roce 1933 vypsalo Ministerstvo letectvi specifikace P37/32 na bombardér, ktery nahradi tehdy pouzivany dvojplo$nik Hawker Hart. Faireyho
navrh byl vybran k vyrobé a pojmenovan Battle. Prototyp poprvé vzlétl 10. bfezna 1936 a prvni sériové stroje RAF obdrzelo v roce 1937. Vyroba se
rozebéhla nejen v tovarné Fairey, ale i v tovarné Austin Motor. Fairey postavil celkem 1164 Battl(l a Austin Motors 1032 Battld. Vétsina letount
Battle byla vyrobena v bombardovaci verzi Mk.l, zbytek produkce prfedstavovaly letouny Battle (T) Trainer s oddélenymi cockpity zaka a
instruktora a Battle TT Target Tug. V Kanadé bylo vice nez 100 ks Battlli prestavéno istalaci véZe Bristol ke sttieleckému vycviku. Podobné byly v
prubéhu valky k vycviku upravovany letouny vyrazené od bojovych peruti.

RAF vyzbrojilo letouny Battle Mk.l vice nez 40 peruti. Battle byly dodavany i jinym letectviim v ramci Commonwealthu a byly i exportovany.
RAAF dostalo 367 kusl, pficemz nékteré pied tim prosly boji ve Francii na jaie 1940, Belgie, jiZ pred valkou, obdrZela 16 ks, podobné jako Turecko
30 ks a Recko 11 ks. Do Kanady bylo dodano 754 ks, do Jihoafrické republiky 179 ks a do Jizni Rhodesie 25 ks. Do Indie byly zaslany celkem &tyfi
Battly, dva nelétajici byly poslany na Novy Zéland. Jeden kus se dostal do Irska, pfistal zde stroj RAF a byl zabaven. Jeden testovaci Battle se
zkuSebnim motorem Fairey Prince létal v USA.

Po vyhlaseni valky se deset peruti Fairey Battle, patficich k AASF, pfesunulo na podzim 1939 do Francie. Byly rozmistény v oblasti Champagne.
Béhem 'Podivné valky' se neprojevily dostate¢névSechny slabiny Battll. Ty odhalilo aZ pIné bojové nasazeni v kvétnu 1940, kdy Némecko
zautocilo na Benelux a Francii. 10. kvétna 1940 bylo pfi prvnim bombardovacim naletu bylo sestfeleno 13 z 32 letadel nasazenych do akce.
Nasledujici den bylo sestfeleno vSech osm Battli bombardujicich Némce v Lucembursku. 15. kvétna byly Battly pfesunuly k no¢nimu
bombardovani. Béhem jednoho tydne bojl utrpély bombardovaci peruté AASF pramérné ztraty 50 % a béhem kratkého francouzského tazeni
bylo ztraceno 137 Battlt. Pocinaje nociz 21. na 22. ervence 1940 zahajila RAF no¢ni bombardovaci kampari kontinentu z britskych zakladen. Do
téchto operaci se zapojily peruté RAF ¢isel 12, 142,103 a 150 a od 14. srpna do fijna 1940 se do boje zapojily i 300. a 301. (polska) perut.

Polsko mélo o letouny Battle zajem uz pfed valkou a v ¢ervenci 1939 objednalo 100 letadel. V zafi 1939 bylo odeslano prvnich nékolik desitek
letound, které lodé dopravily do rumunského pfistavu Constanza v dobé bliZici se polské porazky. Nékolik peruti polského letectva ve Velké
Britanii vSak Battle pouzivalo od srpna 1940, at' uz jako bombardovaci (300, 301) nebo jako cvi¢né (302, 303, 308, 317). 300. perut (Mazovsko)
byla z Battl( prezbrojena na Wellingtony v listopadu 1940.

V Kanadé byly Battle pouzivany hlavné k vycviku, dostaly kanadska sériova Cisla. Kamuflaz byla vétSinou doplnéna barevnymi plochami.
Podobné tomu bylo v Australii. Kromé britskych byly v bojich nasazeny belgické Battle na zapadni front&, s podobnym vysledkem jakého dosahly
stroje RAF. Lépe se diky prevaze nepfitele nevedlo ani feckym Battlim v roce 1941. Jihoafrické Battle ve vychodni Africe, nasazené proti italskym
obranné vyzbroj je proti pfevaze stihaek nepfitele nedostatecna. Jeho vykony ho odsunuly do role cvi¢ného letounu, ve které se nesporné
osvédcil a tato role je mozna mnohem vyznamnéjSi nez jeho kratké bojové nasazeni.

Maximalni rychlost 394 km/h ve vy$ce 6 000 m, dostup 7 620 m, rozpéti kiidel 16,46 m, délka 12,9 m. Uto&na vyzbroj: &tyfi 2501b bomby uvnitf pod
kfidlem, dvé 250lb bomby vné. Obranna vyzbroj: jeden 7,62mm kulomet v pravém kfidle, jeden 7,62mm kulomet Vickers v zadni kabiné.
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Vert Gris / Grey Green (interior) H58/C27
X Noir / Black H12/C33

X Noir De Pneu / Tire Black H77/C137
1 W X Alu / Aluminium H8/C8
T Métal Carbonisé / Burnt Iron H76/C61
N X Fer Foncé | Dark Iron H28/C78
:: X Rouge Transparent / Clear Red  H90/C47
L G% Vert Transparent / Clear Green ~ H94/C138

0; Cuir / Leather H4TICA1
0& Jaune / Yellow H329/C329
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(do not use mg, steps 17, 18)
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STEP 10

Scheme B.' CP8
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rest of the airframe
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Fairey Battle Mk.I K9353/HA-J, No.218 (Gold Coast ) Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air
Striking Force, Auberive Sur Suippes base, France, May 1940. On 12 May
1940, the crew of pilot F/Sgt. John Bland Horner, observer Sgt. Leonard
Charles Fisher and gunner LAC LeslieDouglas Davies took off with K9353 to
attack German units near the town of Bouillon, Belgium. The aircraft, hit by
heavy AA fire, crashed and the entire crew was killed in the explosion of their
bombs. Battle K9353 had been delivered to No.218 Sqn in the autumn of 1938,
the length of its service with the unit evidenced by the wear and tear of its paint
finish. The white serial numbers beneath the wing were painted over in fresh,
glossy black.

Scheme A
—
A~ D
) C
B A C
Note/Pozn.

Fairey Battle Mk.I K9353/HA-J, No.218 (Gold Coast ) Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air
Striking Force, zékladna Auberive Sur Suippes, Francie, kvéten 1940.
12. kvétna 1940 s K9353 odstartovala osadka pilot F/Sgt. John Bland Horner,
pozorovatel Sgt Leonard Charles Flisher a stfelec LAC Leslie Douglas Davies k
naletu na némecké jednotky u Bouillonu. Stroj, zasazeny intenzivni
protileteckou palbou se Zzfitil a v explozi pum zahynula celd osadka. K9353 byl
dodan No.218 Sqn. na podzim 1938, délka sluzby se projevila stopami oprav
na intenzivné opotfebovaném povrchu. Bila sériova Cisla na spodu kfidla byla

pfetfena cerstvou ¢ernou lesklou barvou.
8 \

The repairs were made with the same paint, but a different shade.
Opravy byly provadény stejnou barvou, ale odlisného odstinu.

9 2
A DarkEarth B Dark Green C  Night (Smooth Black) D Yellow E _ Natural Metal Finish
Tmavé zemita Tmavé zelena nocni Gerna Zuta O Barva kovu
H72/C22 H73/C23 H12/C33 H/C329 H/C8
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Fairey Battle Mk.I L5502/QT-D, No.142 Sqn., RAF Binbrook, England, July
1942. Machine L5502 was shot down in an air raid on an airfield near Brussels,
however pilot F/Lt. Robert Howard Edwards managed to perform a successfull
belly landing. Edwards and his crew, observer Sgt. Reginald William Cornwell
and gunner Sgt. Ronald Edwards Hotchkiss were taken prisoner. R.H. Edwards
however did not come to terms with the captivity and on 26 September tried to
escape over the fence wires of the Offag Schubin POW camp only to be shot
dead by a German sentry.

Scheme B

A—

A D

a 4 5
A Dark Earth B Dark Green
Tmavé zemita Tmavé zelena
H72/C22 H73/C23
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Fairey Battle Mk.I L5502/QT-D, No.142 Sqn. RAF, zékladna RAF Binbrook,
Anglie ¢ervenec 1942. L5502 byl sestfelen flakem pfi nocnim néletu na letisté
u Brusselu. Pilot F/Lt. Robert Howard Edwards s L5502 pfistal na bficho. On
i zbytek osadky, pozorovatel Sgt. Reginald William Comwell a stfelec Sgt.
Ronald Edward Hotchkiss padli do zajeti. R.H. Edwards se nesmifil se zajetim.
26. zafi 1942 zkusil uprchnout pfes draty zajateckého tabora Oflag Schubin.
Byl vSak zastfelen némeckym stréznym.

C  Night (Smooth Black) D Yeliow
nocni Gerna Zluta
H12/C33 H/C329



Fairey Battle Mk.I K9390/JN-I, No.150 Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air Striking Force,
Ecury-sur-Coole base, France, May 1940. K9390 was taken aloft by its crew of
pilot Sgt. Raymonf Arthur Cecil de Courcy White, observer Sgt. Carl William
Kay Booth and gunner Sgt. Robert Henley Burrows to attack the Wehrmacht
columns advancing through Belgium. During the low fevel bombing the
machine was hit by an enemy fire and crash landed near Gosselies. The crew
avoided being taken prisoners and returned to the unit on foot. RAC de Courcy
White was awarded the DFM for the action. Some sources state that K9390
was flown by the crew of pilot F/Lt. Eric Parker, observer Sgt. John Whalley and
AC Rodney Kenneth Rye who, after being shot down, crash landed in sthe
street of Rue de la Barriere in Merl (a Luxembourg suburb).

Scheme C

A—
A~ D

B A C
The crew reportedly shot deat five German troops while
frying to avoid the captivity. The pilot, E.Parker was
killed while the wounded observer and uninjured gunner
were captured.
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A Dark Earth B Dark Green
Tmavé zemita Tmavé zelena
H72/C22 H73/C23

Fairey Battle Mk.I K9390/JN-i, No.150 Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air Striking Force,
zakladna Ecury-sur-Coole, Francie, kvéten 1940. K9390 odstartoval s osadkou
pilot Sgt. Raymond Arthur Cecil de Courcy White, pozorovatel Sgt. Carl William
Kay Booth a stfelec Sgt. Robert Henley Burrows, aby zadtocil na kolony
Wehrmachtu postupujici Belgii. Pfi naletu z nizké vysky by! letoun zasazen
Flakem a nouzové pfistal u Gosselies. Osadka se vyhnula zajeti a pésky vratila
k jednotce. R. A. C. de Courcy White by! za tuto akci vyznamenan DFM. Jiné
prameny pfisuzuji K9390 osadce pilot F/Lt. Eric Parker, pozorovatel Sgt. John
Whalley aAC Rodney Kenneth Rye,

19\

které1go zasahu protivzdu$nou obranou
nouzové pfistala na ulici Rue de la
15 Barriére v Merl (pfedmésti
Lucemburku). Osadka se branila zajeti
stfelbou a Udajné zabila pét vojaku
Wehrmachtu. Pilot E. Parker byl pfitom
zabit, ranény pozorovatel a nezranény
stfelec padli do zajeti.

15

Yellow
Zluta
H/C329

C  Night (Smooth Black) D
nocni ¢erna
H12/C33
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Fairey Battle Mk.I L5190/PH-P, No.12 Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air Striking Force,
Amifontaine base, France, May 1940. In the afternoon of 10 May 1940, the
machine took part in the air raid on the advancing German columns between
Luxembourg and Junglinster. It was hit by the enemy AA and crash landed near
the Luxembourg suburb of Kirchberg. The crew of P/O Albert William Matthews,
observer Sgt. Arthur Albert Maderson and gunner LA John Charles Senior were
captured by the Germans. On fanding, Sgt. AA Maderson suffered such injuries
that he was repatriated to the UK in October 1943.

Scheme D

A—

A D

11 12 16 13
A Dark Earth B Dark Green
Tmavé zemita Tmavé zelena
H72/C22 H73/C23
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Fairey Battle Mk.I L5190/PH-P, No.12 Sqn. RAF, Advanced Air Striking Force,
zakladna Amifontaine, Francie, kvéten 1940. Letoun se zti¢astnil odpoledniho
naletu 10.kvétna 1940 na postupujici némecké kolony mezi Lucemburkem
a Junglinsterem. Byl zasazen palbou Flaku a nouzové pfistal v Kirchbergu
(pfedmésti Lucemburku). Osédka P/O Albert William Matthews, pozorovatel
Sgt. Artur Albert Maderson a stfelec LA John Charles Senior padia do zajeti.
Sgt. A.A. Maderson pfi pfistani utrpél takova zranéni, Ze byl v fijnu 1943
repatriovan do Velké Britanie.

24

C  Night (Smooth Black) D Yeliow
nocni Gerna Zluta
H12/C33 H/C329
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