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Historie Biber “German Midget Submarine” cz

Biber byl jednou ze zbrani vyvinutych b&€hem druhé svétové valky v obdobi, kdy se situace na frontach obracela v
neprospéch Némecka. V roce 1943, kdy zaCalo byt jasné, Ze dojde k invazi nékde na atlantickém pobiezi Evropy,
zacCaly byt v Némecku vyvijeny neortodoxni zbrané, které mély invazi zabranit. Vedle fiditelnych torpéd Neger,
Marder a Hai mély invazni flotilu zastaviti miniponorky Biber a Molch.

Ideovy navrh Biberu pochazel od korvetniho kapitana Bartelse. V tovarné Flenderwerke v Lubecku, kde byly
postaveny prototypy a rozjela se sériova vyroba, vyvoj vedl Hermann Bunte. Bartels byl udajné ovlivnén
ukofisténou britskou miniponorkou Welmann W46. Miniponorka Biber méla vytlak 6,6 tuny. Na hladiné ji pohanél
automobilovy motor Opel Blitz a pod hladinou elektromotor GL231 firmy SSW. Potopit se mohl do hloubky 20m,
nouzové do 30 metrl. Vyzbroj tvofila dvé torpéda G7e nebo miny. Konstrukce byla tak mala, Zze byl Biber
jednomistny. | tak nemél fidi¢, sedici ve vézi mnoho pracovniho prostoru.

Prototyp Biberu, nazvany Adam byl testovan na vodé od 29.bfezna 1944. Ze zacatku byly testy neuspésné, ale
po odladéni nedostatkl svolil K. Dénitz k vyrobé dalSich &tyr prototypl a pozdéji k sériové vyrobé. Ta dala celkem
324 kusU Biberl, na vyrobé se podilely Flenderwerke, Ansaldo a KiIokner-Humbolt-Deutz.

Bibery byly zarazeny do tzv. K-flotill, oznaCenych Cisly 1 az 9. Nasazeny byly béhem invaze v Normandii v
Lamans§ském prulivu, v Severnim mofi v Norsku, v Usti Seldy a také na fece Waal pfi utoku na most v Nijmegenu.
Jejich uspésnost jako nosicl torpéd byla velmi nizka. Vice Uspéchu Bibery dosahly kladenim min. B&éhem
nasazeni se objevily problémy s pronikanim vyfukovych plynl do fidiovy sekce. Velka ¢ast ztracenych Biberu
pfipada na tuto zavadu. Vzhledem k malé vySce méli fidici, orientujici se podle kompasu, problémy s orientaci a
nalezeni cile. Navic byl Biber, na hladiné stabilni a obratny, pod hladinou nestabilni. | kdyz bylo nékolik Biberl
ukofisténo béhem valky, nedockaly se vétSich testl. Nékolik prezivsich Biberu je vystavovano v muzeich.

History EN
The Biber was one of the weapon systems developed during the Second World War at the time when the situation
for Nazi Germany was gradually becoming worse and worse on both fronts. In 1943 it became clear that the Allied
invasion would take place soon somewhere on Europe's Atlantic coast so the German military began to seek and
develop new and rather unorthodox types of weapons to avert the invasion. Along the Neger, Marder and Hai
manned torpedoes, also the Biber and Molch midget submarines were to stop the invasion fleet.

The original idea of the Biber sub came from Korvettenkapitdn Robert Bartels and first prototypes were built and
the production took place at Flanderwerke in Libeck, the development being led by Hermann Bunte. Allegedly,
Bartels was influenced by captured British Welman W46 midget sub. The Biber's displacement was 6.6 tonnes,
on the surface it was powered by a 32 HP Otto Blitz petrol engine and while submerged, the propulsion was
provided by a Siemens SSW GL231 electric motor. The Biber could submerge down to 20m, in emergency to
30m. It could carry either two G7e torpedoes or mines. The hull was so diminutive that its operator (only a crew of
one was possible) did not have much space in the conning tower.

The Biber prototype, known also as Adam, was put to tests on 29 March 1944, though the tests were not quite
successful and several improvements had to be implemented before German admiral Karl Dénitz approved
building of four further prototype Bibers and later also the large scale production, which would gave a total of 324
Bibers from Flanderwerke, Ansaldo and Klékner-Humbolt-Deutz plants.

In service, Bibers were put into so-called K-flottillen numbered 1 to 9, which saw action in the English Channel
during the Allied invasion, in the North Sea off Norway, in the Scheldt estuary and also in the river Waal during the
attack on the Nijmegen bridge. Bibers did not enjoy much success in the torpedo-carrying role, mine-laying
missions suited them better. Some trouble also occured due to the exhaust fumes getting into the operator's
station and many Bibers were lost just to this reason. The conning tower lacked in height causing the submarine
pilot, who was equipped only with wrist compass, difficulties in finding his way to the target. Moreover, the Biber
although being rather manoeuvrable and stable on the surface, was clumsy while submerged. Several Biber
submarines were captured during the war, but the Allies did not seem to find interest in them and tested them only
very briefly. Some of the surviving machines have been put to display in museums.
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ls ecial Attractive 1/72 scale models offered 1 speccial
PARMOUR by Special Hobby in Special Armour line [IOBRBYU
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Meillerwagen “v-2 Transporter» = Prototypes &l

SA72015 SA72018

~2018 RELEASE
Biber Trailer...........
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weathering pigments

ONE SANDING STICK.

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS CAN BE FOUND AND ORDERED WWW CMKKITS.COM
VIA OUR OFFICIAL WEBSITE AND E-SHOP...............coevn.... WWW.SPECIALHOBBY.EU



