Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I PP594/274-P, Cd. Pilot D.F. Wright, No. 827 NAS, 13ih.
CAG, HMS Triumph,Far East Fleet, 1950. PP594 nesl v bojich nad Koreou
povdlecnou britskou kamufldz FAA doplnénou rozlisovacimi cernobilymi
pruhy. Nenijisté, zda nesl kokardy na spodni plose kridla.

Fairey Firefly FR Mk.| PP594/274-R Cd. Pilof D.F. Wright, No. 827 NAS, 13fh.
CAG, HMS Triumph,Far East Fleet, 1950. PP594 flew combat missions over
Korea in British wartime FAA camouflage with black and white ID stripes. It is
uncertain whether it carried lower wing’s roundels.
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CZ - Historie

Letoun Fairey Firefly byl navrzen podle specifikace Britské Admirality N.5/40, ktera pozadovala nahradu za dvoumistny stihaci-
pruzkumny letoun Fairey Fulmar. Predbézné navrhy byly vypracovany v zati 1939 a prvni ze Ctyf prototypt vzlétl 22. 12. 1941. Prvni
sériové stroje Firefly Mk.I uréené pro operacni nasazeni u jednotek Britského namoiniho letectva (FAA) byly dodany v bifeznu 1943 a
do operacni sluzby se dostaly 1.10.1943, kdy byly zatazeny do vyzbroje 1771. squadrony RNAS v Yeoviltonu. Firefly byl prvnim
britskym namoinim letounem, ktery mél pohonnou jednotku motor R&R Griffon II. Instalace tohoto motoru umoznila, aby novy letoun
Firefly mél mnohem lepsi vykony nez jeho predchidce, letoun Fairey Fulmar. také se zna¢né zlepsilo ovladani, jak pii startu z paluby
letadlové lodi, tak za letu. Letoun nesl i silngjsi vyzbroj, a to Ctyti kanony raze 20 mm. Po dokonceni tivodni vyrobni serie verze F Mk.I
(495 kust) bylo dalsich 236 kusti modifikovano na verzi FR Mk.I s radarem ASH umisténym pod motorem. Tovarna Fairey také
experimentovala s pfipravou no¢ni stihaci verze pod oznacenim NF Mk.II, kterd méla o 38 cm delSi trup za pozarni pfepazkou motoru a
ktera byla vyzbrojena radarem Al Mk.X. Prototyp se vSak neosvédcil a od vyroby této verze se upustilo. Protoze se ukazalo, ze letouny
FR Mk.I s radarem ASH jsou schopné plnit také ulohy no¢niho stihace, bylo 140 kust této verze vyrobeno pod ozna¢enim NF Mk.1I.
Firefly Mk.I se osvédcily pii bojovych operacich v Evropé i na Dalném vychodé. Na evropské bojisti se Firefly s uspéchem zucastnily
fady utocnych a a vyzvédnych operaci podél pobiezi Norska. Nejznaméjsi operaci byl Gtok na némeckou lod” Tirpitz kotvici v
Altenfjordu. Teprve pti operacnim nasazeni proti Japoncim na Dalném vychodé¢ se Firefly Mk.I pIné€ osvédcily i pii vzdusnych bojich.
V bojich nad Pacifikem to byly jediné namoini letouny FAA, které nosily raketovou vyzbroj. Firefly 1772. squadrony byly prvnimi
britskymi letouny, které dne 24.8.1945 pielétly nad Tokiem. Spolecné se Seafiry FR Mk.47 se staly ale i prvnimi stroji, které zasahly do
Korejské valky. Hned na pocatku konfliktu se HMS Triumph z British Far East Fleet pfipojila k americkym lodim a jeji Firefly se ihned
zapojily do pozemnich ttokl proti laviné severokorejskych komunistickych uto¢nikii. Diky své vyzbroji ¢tyf kanont a nosnosti a
variabilit¢ podvéSené vyzbroje se v bitevni roli nesporné osvédcily. U FAA slouzily Firefly Mk.I do poloviny padesatych let. Po
ukonéeni druhé svétové valky byly exportovany do Nizozemi, Kanady, Etiopie, Thajska, Indie, Danska a Svédska.

Technicka data:

Rozpéti: 13,60 m, délka: 11,50 m, max. rychlost: 509 km/h ve vysSce 4265 m, normalni dolet: 1245 km, operacni dostup: 8535 m,
vyzbroj: 4 kanony Hispano raze 20 mm, dvé bomby po 454 kg nebo osm raket (27,24 kg)

EN - History
The Fairey Firefly was designed to the British Admiralty Specifications N.5/40, which called for a two-seat reconnaissance fighter to
replace the Fairey Fulmar. The preliminary designs were completed in Spetember 1939 and the first of four prototypes flew on 22nd
December 1941. The first operational aircraft were then delivered t the Fleet Air Arm by March 1943, becoming operational with 1771
Sqn at RNAS Yeovilton on 1st October 1943. With its distinctive elliptical-shaped wing and “chin” radiator, the Firefly was the first FAA
aircraft to employ the Rolls Royce Griffon II engine. This powerplant gave the Firefly much higher performance than the Fulmar and
made it easier to handle on the flight deck as well as in the air. The four 20 mm cannon armament also gave it much greater “punch” than
its predecessor. Following the initial production run of 459 Firefly Mk.Is, a further 236 were modified by fitting an ASH radar pod under
the engine. This variant became known as the Firefly FR Mk.I (R standing for “Reconnaissance”). Fairey then experimented with anight
fighter version of the Firefly, firstly producing a number of NF. Mk.II aircraft, which had a 15 inch (0.38 metre) extension between the
engine firewall and was fitted with the Al Mk.X radar.This proved to be unsuccessful and difficult to handle, so 140 FR. Mk.I aircraft
were designated as NF. Mk.I as their ASH radar proved to be suited to the Airborne Intercept role. Firefly Mk.Is proved to be efficient in
combat missions both in Europe and in the Far East. In the European Theatre of Operations, the Firefly's most notable success was on
maritime strike and reconnaissance mission along the coast of Norway. The most famous mission was against German battleship Tirpitz
in Alten Fjord, which eventually led to the RAF raid, which sank the battleship. It was, however, in the Far East that the Firefly was to
prove a very able air-to-air, flying aginst Japanese. In the Pacific Theatre of Operations was Firefly the sole FAA aircraft to be equipped
with rocket armament. Fireflies of the 1772 Sqn were the first British aircraft that on 24th August 1945 flew over Tokyo. Fireflies
together with Seafire Mk.47s became the first aircraft to participate in the Korean War. In the very beginning of this conflict British Far
East Fleet's HMS Triumph joined US Navy fleet and her Fireflies were immediately deployed in attacks against North Korean
Communists' ground targets. Mainly thanks to their four cannons and versatility of the external weapons' storage they proved to be more
than well suited for this role. Firefly Mk.I served with FAA till the first half of 1950s. After the end of World War 2 were Fireflies
exported to Netherlands, Canada, Ethiopia, Thailand, India, Denmark and Sweden.
Technical Specifications:
Span: 13.60m, Length: 11.50m, Maximum speed: 509 km/h at4,265m, Norma Range: 1,245km, Service Ceiling: 8,535m, Armament: 4
20 mm Hispano cannons and either two 454 kg bombs or eight 27,24 kg rocket projectiles.

Acknowledgement:
We would like to express our sincere thanks to Mr. Clive Roper (UK) for his invaluable help with preparing this model.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I MB733/299-P, No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG, HMS Triumph,Far
East Fleet, 1950. MB733 patfil pdvodné k zdloznim strojdm squadrony. Na
spodni plose kridla nenesl znaky. Trupové znaky méely nestandarani rozmér
Cervenych stredd.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I MB733/299-B No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG, HMS Triumph, Far
East Fleet, 1950. MB733 was originally assigned fo the squadron’s reserves.
There were no national insignias on the lower wing’s side. The fuselage
roundels sported non standard size of the red centres.
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Falrey Firefly FR Mk.I PP433/281-P, Lt. Bridgemont, No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG,
HMS Triumph, Far East Fleet, &ervenec — srpen 1950. PP433 pri bojich nad
Koreou létal ve vdlecné britské kamufldzi FAA dopinéné rozliSovacimi
CGernobilymi pruhy. Rozdéleni poli bylo nestandardni a kamufldz PP433 nesla
znacné zndmky oprav a uspinéni provozem. 29. srona 1950 selhal pri pristani
stroji PP433 zachytny hdk a letoun skoncil v zachytné bariére a byl odepsan. Pilot
vwdzl bez zranéni, ale nestastnou ndhodou byl zabit Ulomkem vrtulového listu
velici dstojnik No. 800 NAS Lt. Cdr. MacLachlan. Ulomek pfitom proleté!
otevrenym okénkem na velitelsky mdstek HMS Triumph.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I PP433/281-R Lt. Bridgemont, No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG,
HMS Triumph, Far East Fleet, July fo September 1950. PP433 flew combat
missions over Koreq in British wartime FAA camouflage with black and white ID
stripes. The pattern’s division lines were non standard and PP433 showed
considerable signs of repairs and weathering. Upon landing on August 29, 1950
PP433’s arrestor hook malfunctioned and the aircraft ended up in the
emergency barrier and was written off. The pilot had escaped unharmed but a
propeller fragment happened to kill No. 800 NAS Commanding Officer Lt. Car.
MacLachlan. The fragment flew through the opened window of HMS Triumph'’s
bridge.
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Falrey Firefly FR Mk.I MB687/281-P, Lt. Mortimer, No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG,
HMS Triumph, Far East Fleet, Cervenec — z&ri 1950. MB687 operoval nad
Koreou v povdlecné britské kamufldzi doplnéné rozlisovacimi cernobilymi
pruhy az do 8. zdrf 1950. Tento den jej poskodil Lt. Mortimer pri nezdareném
pristani na palubé HMS Triumnph. Stroj byl odstrojen a svrzen pres palubu.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.IMBG687/281-P, Lt. Mortimer, No. 827 NAS, 13th. CAG, HMS
Triumph, Far East Fleet, July to September 1950. MB687 flew over Korea in
postwar British camouflage with black and white ID stripes until September 8,
1950. The very same day during unsuccessful landing onboard HMS Triumph
Lt. Mortimer damaged this machine beyond repairs. Eventually, the
machine was stripped of useable parts and then thrown overboard.
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