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NAVOD / INSTRUCTION P-39N/P-39Q Airacobra
“Soviet Guards Regiments”

V unoru a bfeznu 1937 vydalo veleni USAAC specifikace na projekty novych vySkovych jedno a dvoumotorovych pfepadovych stihacek. V ramci
soutéze o jednomotorovou stihacku pfedlozila mlada firma Bell dva projekty, oznacené Cisly 3 a 4. Projekt 4 se stal vittzem a USAAC objednalo
stavbu prototypu. Letoun dostal oznaceni XP-39 a vzlétl 6.dubna 1939. Slo o velmi neortodoxni konstrukci, celokovovy letoun mél zatahovaci
pfidovy podvozek, motor s turbokompresorem umistény za kabinou. Kabina sama byla kapkovitého tvaru s dvefmi automobilového typu.
Protoze se pfi prvnich testech ukazalo, Zze letoun nedosahuje vypoctenych vykon(, byl testovan v aerodynamickém tunelu. V ramci tprav byl
odstranén turbokompresor, ktery byl zdrojem aerodynamického odporu. Stroj dostal po Upravach oznaceni XP-39B. Odstranéni
turbokompresoru mélo pozdéji vliv na vykony P-39 ve vétSich vyskach. Tim se stihacka konstruovana jako vySkova stala stihackou pro stfedni a
niz8i vysky. Dal$i P-39 byly vybaveny jizZ motory bez turbokompresord (u dvou kusl se pozdéji zkousely turbokompresory podvésené). Po
tfinacti kusech prfedsériovych YP-39 byla vyrabéna prvni sériova verze P-39C Airacobra. Ta slouzila jen k vycviku na tzemi USA. To jiz skoro rok
trvala druha svétova valka. Proto P-39 objednala jak francouzska, tak britska nakupni komise. Francie padla dfive nez mohla P-39 dostat. Stroje
dodané do Velké Britanie dostaly exportni oznaceni P-400 a jméno Caribou Mk.l. To bylo brzy zménéno na Airacobra Mk.I. Stroje byly
zklaméanim, nedosahovaly vykonl udavanych vyrobcem a jejich vyskoveé vlastnosti byly Spatné. Do vyzbroje je dostala jedina 601. squadrona.
Ve vyzbroji RAF nezlistaly dlouho a vét$ina byla poslana do SSSR. Cast strojl byla zabavena jesté pred dodanim do Velké Britanie pro USAAF
po napadeni Pearl Harboru a nasazena do boju v Pacifiku pod ozna¢enim P-400. Exportni verzi odpovidala pro USAAF stavéna P-39D, ktera je
také spojena se zacatkem boju proti Japonctim. V téchto bojich ziskala Airacobra nepfili§ dobrou povést. Na viné jsou ale spiSe nez Spatné
vlastnosti Airacober hlavné podminky vzdu$nych boju, kdy byly americti piloti jako obranci vétSinou v nevyhodé. Airacobra byla dale
produkovana v dalSich verzich P-39F, J, K, L, M, N a Q. Jednotlivé verze se odliSovaly vybavenim, verzemi motorl a typy vrtuli. Posledni verze
P-39Q méla zesilenou vyzbroj. Kfidelni kulomety raze 7,7mm byly odstranény a misto nich zavéSeny do schranek pod kfidlo dva kulomety raze
12,7 mm. Kromé USAAF, které nasadilo Airacobry do boju proti Japoncim a v Africe (P-39 USAAF byly sice umistény i na Britské ostrovy, ale
nezasahly do boju a byly presunuty do Afriky) a RAF se Airacobry za valky nebo po valce dostaly do vyzbroje RAAF, francouzského, italského a
portugalského letectva. Nejvétsim uzivatelem se mimo USAAF stalo letectvo Rudé Armady. V podminkach Vychodni fronty, kde boje probihaly v
nizSich vyskach se Airacobry nesporné osvédcily. Patfily mezi nejoblibenéjsi stihacky Rudé armady a létalo na nich velké mnoZstvi es.

Technicka data P-39N:
Rozpéti: 10,37 m, délka: 9,21 m, max. rychlost: 612 km/h ve vySce 3 350 m, dolet na vnitfni nadrze: 724 km, vystup do 3050 m: 5 min 6 s, dostup:
8840 m, Vyzbroj: 1x kanén M4 raze 37 mm), 2x kulomet 12,7 mm, 4x kulomet 7,7 mm.

€2

In February and March, 1937, the USAAC issued specifications calling for high altitude, single and twin engined interceptors. The Young Bell
Company, in the course of the single engined interceptor competition, proposed two projects, designated No.3 and 4. The No.4 project won the
contest, and the USAAC ordered the manufacture of a prototype. The aircraft was designated the XP-39, and it first took to the air on April 6, 1939.
The aircraft featured a very unorthodox design consisting of a tricycle landing gear, and with the engine supercharger located behind the cockpit.
The canopy itself was of a tear drop shape, with car-like boarding doors. The first flight test revealed low performance, and the prototype testing
was moved to a wind tunnel. Subsequent modification comprised the deletion of the supercharger, which was a source of excessive drag. The
modified aircraft was re-designated as the XP-39B. The deletion of the supercharger later led to low performance at higher altitudes, and what
was originally intended as a high altitude fighter, became a low and medium altitude fighter. Subsequent P-39s were powered by engines without
superchargers (two aircraft were tested with externally mounted superchargers above or below the fuselage). The pre-production batch of 13
YP-39s was followed by the first production version, the P-39C. This version served for flight training in the USA only. At that time, the Second
World War had been going on for over a year, and as a result, the P-39 were ordered by French and British purchasing groups. France had
surrendered before the P-39s could be delivered. The aircraft delivered to Great Britain received the export designation P-400, and were named
Caribou Mk.l. This name was soon changed to Airacobra Mk.l. The aircraft were a big disappointment. They not only did not perform as
advertised, but high altitude performance was bad. They were assigned to the 601st Squadron, but RAF service didn$t last long, and most of the
aircraft were delivered to the USSR. A part of the delivery for Great Britain was confiscated for the USAAF. When Pearl Harbor was attacked,
these aircraft were deployed to the Pacific area under the designation P-400. The P-39D produced for the USAAF, an equivalent of the export
version, is associated with initial combat against Japan. At that time, the Airacobras began to earn their bad reputation. The blame can however
be attributed to the combat conditions rather than to the type itself. American pilots found themselves in defensive fights, and so were at a
disadvantage. Airacobras were further developed and produced as the P-39F, J, K, L, M, N and Q. Specific versions differed in equipment, engine
variants, and propeller types. The last version, the P-39Q received heavy armament. The wing mounted 7.7 mm machine guns were deleted and
12.7 mm machine guns in pods were mounted below the wing. USAAF deployed Airacobras against Japan in the Pacific theatre, and in Africa
(USAAF P-39s were stationed on British Islands but were later relocated to Africa). The post war era saw the Airacobra in RAAF service and also
with the French, Italian and Portuguese air forces. The biggest user besides the USAAF was the Red Army Air Force. Airacobras proved to be
very effective under Eastern Front conditions where combat took place at low altitudes. They were one of the most popular fighter aircraft among
the Red Army Air Force pilots, and many Aces usedthem as personal mounts.

Technical data P-39N
Wingspan: 10.37m, Length: 9.21m, Max. Speed: 612 kmh at 3 350 m, Range without external fuel tanks: 724 km, Climb to 3,050m: 5 min 6 s,
Ceiling: 8,840m, Armament: 37mm M4 cannon, 2x 12.7 mm machine guns, 4x 7.7 mm machine guns.
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MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT ZHOTOVIT NOVE u REZAT/VRTAT (,% NATRIT
OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND GSl COLOUR
NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN

OPTION

SH32028 P-39N/Q

COURBER

SCRATCH BUILD CUT OFF/DRILL
FERTIGSTELLEN ENTFERNEN FARBEN
ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT ACHEVER DETACHER colours code p¢|ypre

2012/10

SCHEMA POUZITI POPISEK P-39 AIRACOBRA

Popisky na letadlech slouzili k orientaci technikG a béhem nékolikaleté
vyroby se castecné ménily. Po opravdch nebyly popisky obnovovdny.
Toto schéma ukazuje nejbéznéjsi rozmistent,

P-39 AIRACOBRA STENCILS APPLICATION

The stencils served as quick guide for fechnicians but during the long
production they were changed partially. When the aircraft was repaired
the stencils were not. This plan shows the most common placement.
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SH32028 P-39N/Q SSSR "Soviet Guard Regiments"



P-39Q-5 Zlutd 93/42-20414, pilot kapitdn A. P. Filatov (21. sestreld), 30. GIAP,
Polsko, podzim 1944. Filatovova Cobra byla ozdobena na levém boku
hvézdickami za dosazend vitézstvi a kresbou pilotnich kridélek a pokerovych
karet pikové ddmy, sedmicky a esa. (kresba karet byla inspirovdna Puskinovou
povidkou Pikovd ddma a ilustrovala Filatovovu Idsku k literature, ne sklon k
hazardnim hrédm). Na pravém boku byla udajné kresba divky, bohuzel ale
neni fotograficky zdokumentovdna. Na fomto stroji dosahl Filatov 19. dubna
1945 i svého posledniho sestfelu, o den pozdeji byl v tomto stroji sestfelen a
zajat (celkem byl sestrelen 3x,
Jednou vyskocil nad viastnim
Uzemim, dvakrdt nouzove
pristdl na nepratelském
uzemi a byl zajat). Tak, jako
z pfedchoziho zajeti, se
mu podarilo uprchnout
avrdtitse kjednotce. g
Ovsem avojivysetro-
vani jeho zajetivedlo
ktomu, ze neobarzel
R&d hrdiiny SSSR a
Jeho karierni postup
v lefecivu byl zastaven.

CAM. D
——

Stribrna
Silver
H8/C8

A Olivovd B Svetlad modra C
- Olive Drab ( ) Light Blue
H304/C304 H323/C323 70%

H1/C1 30%

P-39Q-5, yellow 93, ser.no. 42-20414, pilot Capt. A.R Filatov (21 vict), 30 GIAR
Poland, Autumn 1944. Stars for gained victories adorned port side of the
aircraftnose, aswell as Soviet aviators” wings and poker hand of three cards,
the Ace, Seven and Queen of Spades, that were inspired by Pushkin's famous
story ,Queen of Spades" and signified Filatov s love of literature and poetry
rather than his aftiftude fo gaming. On the starboard side of the plane
reportedly appeared drawing of a girl, unforfunately no photograph of such
marking is known. Filatov got his final victory while flying this machine on 19
April 1945 and was downed himself (also in this a/c) a day lafer and captured
by the Germans.

In fact, he was downed three times in his career, once
managed fo jump over friendly ferritory, twice over
enemy-held ground and consequently captured. In both
cases he escaped and refurned fo his unif, but  being
captured twice was a guarantee that he wouldn 't get
the Hero of the Soviet Union , or have a career in the air
force post-war.
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H12/C33

H8/C8

H28/C78

Interiér. zelena/ INTERIOR GREEN ~ H58/C27
Platno/ SAIL H85/C45
Barva pneu/ TIRE BLACK H77/C137
Opaleny kov/ BURNT IRON H76/C61
Olivovéd/ OLIVE DRAB H52/C12
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P-39N bild 01/42-9033, ,Od $kolnikov Mariupolja®, 100. GIAP, Némecko,
kvéfen 1945, Poté, co II. Babak prevzal veleni 16. GIAP, stal se fento sfroj
osobnim lefounem G.U. Dolnikova (16 vitézsivi). Existuji dve teorie o zmizeni
kresby zndzorriujici matku viast: 1. 1.1 Babak si,vzal plech s kresbou k 16. GIAP"
a na tomto stroji zbyl jen zbytek kresby na dalsim panelu. Panel byl nahrazen
Jinym s odliSnym odstinem Olive Drab. 2. Kresba byla zatfena a novd barva
nesleduje rozhrani paneld. V kazdém pripadeé se na pridi objevily hvézdicky
znacici dosazend vitézsivi a ndpis ..Za Péfu Gucka" na pamatku Dolnikovova
pritele padiého v akci 18.4.1945. Po 22. dubnu 1945 pribyl
na druhou stranu frupu ndpis .Za Variu Babaka™
pripominajici pamdtku dalsiho
padlého kamardda a pred-
choziho uzivatele tohoto
sfroje. (Shodou okolnosti
sestrel 1. Babak prezila
byl zgjat. Pondvratuze g
zagjeti mu hrozila
deportace na Sibir.
Ta hrozila, diky
Stalinovu narizeni,
vsem navrdtilcdm
ze zajeti. Na zdsah
A.l. Pokriskina

k tomu nedoslo)

CAM. C
B——

inside
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Note:
Paint part K4 in interior color.
Dil K4 nabarvéte barvou interieru.

Stribrnc
Silver
H8/C8

f

> A Olivovd B Svatid modrd c
Olive Drab Light Blue
& H304/C304 - H323/C323 70%
PP22 PP2 H1/C1  30%
2012/10
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P-39N white 01, serno. 42-9033, ,Ot shkolnikov Mariupolya®, 100 GIAR
Germany, May 1945. This plane became personal mount of G.U. Dolnikov (16
vict) when its ex-pilot I.I. Babak had been given command of 16 GIAR
Disappearance of the Motherland drawing may have been from two reasons:
1. The panel with the drawing was faken by I.I.Babak and carried over fo his
new desfination and on the plane only the small remainder of the drawing was
left on the adjacent panel. New panel was in different shade of Olive Drab.

2. The drawing was overpainted and the fresh colour spreads also on another
panels.

Another stars denoting new victories appeared on the
nose along with ,,Za Petyu Guchka — For Pefya Guchyok™
inscription remembering Dolnikov's late friend that had
been killed in action on 18 April 1945. Port side of the nose
carried ,Za Vanyu Babaka - For Vanya Babak™ inscription
after 22 April 1945, when I.I.Babak was downed and
persumed killed. By coincidence, he survived and was
taken as prisoner of war. When returned back home, he
was threatened by

deportation to Siberia,

as was usual (by

il - Stalin’s order) to all

— ) (] who returned from
— ] German captivity.
— . 16 Thanks to Pokryshkins
- intervention, Babak
- 4l i was saved from this
N sad ordedl.
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P-39N Airacobra, bild 01/42-9033, ,Od $kolnikov Mariupolja®, 100. GIAP,  P-39N Airacobra, white 01, ser.no. 42-9033, ,Ot shkolnikov Mariupolya — From
Neémecko, leden 1945. Do kabiny tohoto stroje v t& dobée usedal kapitdn I.I. - the schoolchildren of Mariupol®, 100 GIAR Germany, January 1945. In that
Babak (33 vitézstvi + 4 ve spoluprdci). Krome dedikacniho ndpisu na obou  time the plane has usually been flown by Capt I.I. Babak (33 vict. + 4 shared).
sfrandch trupu byl ozdoben na pravé strané pridé kresbou zndzorriujici matku  Besides the dedication that was on both sides of the fuselage, stbd side of the
viast. nose was also decorated with ,The Motherland” drawing.
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P-39N Airacobra, Krasnojarskij Komsomolec", 21. GIAP, pilot podplukovnik N.G.
Sobolev (26 vitezstvi) 1944. Ndpis Krasnojarskij Komsomolec byl na obou stfrandch
frupu, ale jen na levé strané méllem. Na levé strané byl dalsi dedikacnindois.

CAM. A
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Stribrnd
Silver
H8/C8

A Olivovd B Svétld moard
Olive Drab ( ) Light Blue
H304/C304 H323/C323 70%

H1/C1 30%

P-39N Airacobra, ., Krasnoyarskiy Komsomolets®, 21 GIAP (Guards Fighter Aviation
Regiment), pilot Lt.Col N.G.Sobolev (26 victories). The "Krasnojarskij Komsomolec"
inscription is on both sides of the fuselage but only on the port side with thin
outline. There was also another smaller dedication on the port side.
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Note:
Camo A, B, C/ kamuflaz A, B, C

:6 _— Note:
E Though, there is no photo or other reference proving that any of the aircraft

depicted in our assembly kit carried either bombs or external fuel tanks,
STEP20 the aircraft were capable of carrying both.

/

Pozn.: PouZiti pfidavné nadrze nebo bomby na letadlech, které jsou pfedmétem

Note: této stavebnice nemame zdokumentovano. Ale bylo mozné.

Camo D only / jen kamuflaz D
o z
STEP21
o css3

Camo A, B, C/ kamuflaz A, B, C
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