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GAL.48 Hotspur Mk.II

V 1ét¢ 1940, zejména pod dojmem némeckého kluzakového utoku na pevnost Eben-Emael, se Ministerstvo pro leteckou vyrobu obratilo s konzultacemi na
firmu GAL. Po konzultacich byly vypsany specifikace X10/40 na vojensky kluzak uréeny k prepravé poloviny péchotniho druzstva (sedm vojakitpilot). Jiz v
zafi bylo objednéno ptes 100 ks kluzakit GAL 48 Hotspur Mk.I a to jen dle tivodnich studii a vypo¢tl. Po 14 tydnech intenzivnich praci byl prvni prototyp
vyzkousen v kratkém letu, pti vleku za nakladnim automobilem. Pilotem byl pozd¢jsi rekordni pilot S/L Hugh J. Wille Wilson (po valce piekonal na meteoru
MKk.IV rychlostni rekord). Rozebéhla se sériova vyroba, ale brzy se ukazalo, ze polovina druzstva je neefektivni poéet vojaku. Navic do $tihlého trupu nebylo
mozné nalozit t¢z§i zbrané. Proto bylo rozhodnuto vyrobu Hotspuru Mk.I zastavit po Vyrobenl 18 kust a nahradit ji Vyrobou cviéné verze s upravenym trupem a
ktidly. Ta dostala oznaceni Hotspur Mk.II. Poslednich 50 ks Mk. II bylo upraveno na verzi Mk.III se zesilenymi ocasnimi plochami. V prototypu skon¢il pokus o
zdvojeni Hotspuru. GAL.48B Twin Hotspur Mk.I vyuZzival dvou trupti spojenych novym centrolplanem a vodorovnou ocasni plochou. Byl ur¢en k neseni 15
vysadkait a byl vyvijen jako zaloha, kdyby se nepovedl vyvoj kluzaku Horsa. Jeho letové vlastnosti byly ale kritizovany a ve vyvoji se nepokracovalo.
Komponenty Hotspurti se vyrabély u mnoha ptivodné neleteckych dfevozpracujicich firem, na vyrobé¢ se okrajové také podilely firmy Sligsby a vlastni GAL.
Nejvice kluzaka zkompletovala firma Harris Subbus. Vyroba skoncila v roce 1943 a celkem dala 1015 ks.

Kluzaky byly vyuzivany intenzivné pro vycvik vysadkart i piloti kluzaka. Jako vle¢né stroje slouzila Siroka paleta stroju, od dvouplosnych Hawkerti Hector,
Audax, Hart, ptes Lysandery az po Milesy Master. Vyfazeny z vyzbroje byly na konci druhé svétové valky. Béhem valky bylo 22 kust dodano RCAF do Kanady.
Cést z téchto strojii byla pfedana americkému namotnictvu a jeden kus letectvu USA.

Délka: 11,89 m, rozpéti: 13,99 m, max. rychlost 209 km/h, pfistavaci rychlost 91 km/h, dolet 134 km, pfi odpoutani ve vysce 6000 m.

In the summer of 1940, greatly influenced by the success of the German assault glider attack on Eben-Emael fort, the British Air Mininstry approached the
General Aircraft Ltd company (GAL) asking for consultation. Following these, the X10/40 specification was issued calling for a military glider acroplane
capable of carrying eight fully armed airborne troops — seven plus a pilot, or half a section.

A production order for more than 100 examples of the GAL 48 Hotspur Mk.I assault glider was placed as early as in September the same year and following a
fortnight period of intense work, the first prototype was taken to the air,in fact just a short hop, being towed by a lorry. Its first pilot was the later record-setting
S/L Hugh J.Wille Wilson, who after the war broke the speed record flying a Meteor jet. The production of the Hotspur glider started, but the military soon found
out that half a section was rather ineffective number of soldiers. What is more, the glider could not accomodate heavier armament within its slim fuselage. The
decision to stop the Mk.I variety production was taken following just 18 produced airframes and they were to be replaced on the production line by the training
version with some improvements being done on the fuselage and wings — which was known as the Mk.II Hotspur. And the final 50 Mk.II airframes were further
adapted with externaly braced empennage. A single prototype of the GAL 48B Twin Hotspur was also build, utilizing two standard Hotspur fuselages mated with
a new wing centre section and tailplane. This beast was meant to be used for carrying 15 troops and in fact, was to be just a standby type to replace the Horsa
glider in case of its failure. The behaviour of the Twin Hotspur in the air showed to be rather unfavourable and the development of the type did not proceed
further. The various components of the Hotspur glider were manufactured by a variety of woodworking companies not having any relation to aviation industry
at all, marginaly Slingsby and GAL were also involved. The majority of the airframes was built by the Harris Subbubs company. The production came to its and
in 1943, giving a total of 1015 Hotspur airframes.

The gliders were widely and used in the paratroops and glider pilots training, being towed by a variety of machines, from Hawker Hector, Audax and Hart
biplanes, to Lysanders and even Miles Masters. They were put out of the military service at the end of the war. Twenty two of them was delivered to the RCAF,
some of which also found their way to the US Navy and one example also flew with the USAAF.

Length: 11.89 m, span: 13.99 m, max. speed 209 km/h, landing speed 91 km/h, range 134 km, from a 6000 m release.
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GAL.48 Hotspur Mk.Il, BT551/L, No.2 Glider Training Unit, Weston-on-the-Green, Oxforshire, England, 1942.
GAL.48 Hotspur Mk.Il, BT551/L, No.2 Glider Training Unit, Weston-on-the-Green, Oxforshire, Anglie, 1942.
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GAL.48 Hotspur Mk.ll, BT744/B1, No.1 Service Flying Training School, RAF base Netheravon, England, 1942.
GAL.48 Hotspur Mk.Il, BT744/B1, No.1 Service Flying Training School, RAF base Netheravon, Anglie, 1942.
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