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led to the propaganda plan to

Messerschmiit Me 261V-2 Adolfin ¢ m

One of the triumphs in the newly formel Third Reich was the Olympic Games in Berlin 1936. Even German aviators scored successes in several disciplines. This
prosper from the next Olympic Games in Tokyo in 1940. Messerschmitt A.G. Company designed long range record machine that should carry on board the Olympic Fire to Tokyo without
the need of intermediate landing. This ambitious project P.1064 was a twin-engined aircraft with five crew members and was designed along the shape of Zerstorer Bf 110 (the prototype flew in 1936)
and by the use of the proven technologies of simple and light all-metal structure. P.1064 though, was much bigger. The big single spar wing with thick profile was assembled from four pieces. The
inner parts that were connected to the fuselage were rather complex. Not only it supported the engine nacelles with main undercarriage, landing flaps and liquid coolers at the outer ends but mainly its interior served as a segmented
integral fuel tank. The outer wing parts were light, simple and featured ailerons only. The slats were not used. The oil coolers were located under the nacelles. The total fuel tanks' capacity including the fuselage ones was around 17.000
litres. The main undercarriage was folded flat, turned by 90 degrees, into the nacelles; tail wheel was retracted to fuselage. The first and second prototypes were powered by Daimler-Benz DB 606A 1/B 1 (coupled DB 601 with joint
carters) liquid cooled 24-cylinder inverted-vee engines with take-off output 1955 KW/ 2660 HP each. These engines drove 2 four bladed variable pitch VDM propellers (clockwise and anti clockwise) of 4,60m diameter. The later third
prototype was powered by more powerful DB 610A 1/B 1 (coupled DB 605) with 2279 KW/ 3100 HP output at 2500m. The fuselage was of small diameter monocoque design with non-pressurized glazed cockpit in the nose for two pilots
seating side by side. Radio operator/ navigator station was located behind the pilots' cockpit. The flight engineer and “long range” navigator station was separately located behind the wing spar. There was also small crew rest-cabin or for
passenger and cargo. The tail planes featured non split horizontal stabilizer and 2 egg-shaped vertical stabilizers at the outer ends.

Reich's Ministry of Aviation (RLM) had authorized Project P.1064 and designated it Bf 261. Herman Goring himself showed off its project to Fihrer. Adolf Hitler was thrilled by this project and promised his personal support to the
Germany-Japan flight without intermediate landing. The grateful employees of MesserschmittA.G. then begun to call Bf 261 “Adolfine”.

The building of the first prototype begun in 1939; in winter and spring 1940 was the aircraft to be tested and in summer 1940 had to be prepared for the long range flight to Tokyo. Since the war broke out in September 1939 the Bf 261
program was slowed down and without any priority the first prototype Bf 261V-1 (BJ+CP) was finished in winter 1941. Pilot Karl Baur first took-off with it on December 12, 1941. Since the original purpose was gone it was decided to
convert this machine to the long range maritime reconnaissance aircraft for Atlantic Ocean area and to cooperate with Kriegsmarine submarines. Nevertheless, the development and manufacture of further specimens continued.
Bf261V-2 (BJ+CQ) was test flown in spring 1942. It featured deepened fuselage with re-designed crew compartments behind the wing spar. RLM had requested defensive weapons installation even for the price of lowering the fuselage
fuel capacity. Shallow bomb bay (or photo cameras compartment) was located in the belly. Even though the above the modified Bf 261 had impressive range. During 1942-43 period both prototypes went through many long-lasting
flights. Bf 261V-3 (BJ+CR) prototype powered by new DB 610A 1/B 1 engines was considered the final military design. New posts for two crew members were added behind the wing spar but no weapons were installed. On April 16, 1943
Karl Baur under controls and other six persons onboard V-3 flew over a 4500 km distance in less than 10 hours. Unfortunately, during the landing one landing gear had collapsed and the fuselage was damaged. Nevertheless, the
machine had proven its potential and past the subsequent repair it was handed over to Aufklarungsgruppe der Oberbefehlshabers der Luftwaffe (Reconnaissance Group of Air Force Highest Command) in Oranienburg led by Oberst T.
Rowehl. Bf 261V-3 flew long range (and secret) reconnaissance missions to both Eastand West.

The machine was never mass produced and ended in manufacture and testing of three prototypes. Further war fate of the Bf 261V-3 is not known. Bf 261V-1 and V-2 prototypes were damaged below repairable conditions at Lechfeld
airfield. . “Adolfines” were scraped in 1944 or 1945. Technical data are set for Bf 26 1V-3

Technical Data: /wing span: 26.88 m, Length: 16.70 m, Height: 4.75 m, Airfoil: 85.00 m2, Empty wight: 12,500 kg, Take-off weight: 22,000 kg, Max. Speed: 620 kmh, Cruising speed: 405 kmh, Service Ceiling: 8,300 m, Range: 11,025 km.
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V roce 1936 byly Olympijské hry v Berliné jednim z triumfé nové Treti Fise. Uspé&chy slavili v n&kolika disciplinach i némedti letci. To vedlo k plantm
propagandisticky vyuzit i pFisti Olympiadu v Tokiu v roce 1940. Firma Messerschmitt A.G. navrhla dalkovy rekordni stroj, ktery mél rekordnim letem
prenést olympijsky oher do Tokia bez mezipfistani. Ambiciozni projekt P.1064 byl dvoumotorovy letoun s péticlennou osadkou navrzeny v liniich
dvoumotorového Zerstdreru Bf 110 (prototyp Iétal roku 1936) a s uzitim osvédc€enych technologii jednoduché a lehké celokovové konstrukce. P.1064 byl
ov§em mnohem vétsi . Velké jednonosnikové kfidlo s relativné tlustym profilem se stavélo se jako Ctyfi celky. Vnitfni ¢asti pfipojované k trupu byly
prostor byl navrzen jako délend integralni nadrz. Pfipojované vnéjsi ¢asti pak byly lehké, jednoduché, jen s kFidélky. Sloty uzity nebyly. Chladice oleje byly
pod gondolami. Celkovy objem nadrzi v€etné trupovych, se pohyboval kolem 17 000 1. Hlavni podvozek s velkymi koly se naplocho, po oto¢ce o 90°
sklapél do gondol motoru, ostruha s kole€kem se ukryvala v trupu. K pohonu prvniho a druhého prototypu slouzily kapalinou chlazené &tyfiadvaceti valce
Daimler-Benz DB 606A1/B 1 (dva a dva DB 601 se spole¢nymi reduktory) se vzletovym vykonem po 1955 kW/2660 k, pohanéjici stavitelné Ctyflisté vrtule
kW/3100 k v letové vysce 2500 m. Trup, stavény jako skofepina malého prifezu, nesl v pfidi nepfetlakovou prosklenou kabinu dvou pilott vedle sebe,
pracovisté radisty/navigatora bylo za pilotni kabinou. Az za pribéznym nosnikem kfidla byl oddéleny prostor palubniho mechanika a "dalkového"
navigatora. Byla tam i mala kabinka pro odpocinek osadky pfipadné pro cestujici a naklad. Vodorovna ocasni plocha nesla nedélenou vyskovku a na
koncich dveé vejcité svislé plochy.

Projekt P.1064 schvalilo Risské ministerstvo letectvi (RLM), které stroji dalo oznaceni Bf 261, ¢imz projekt dostal zelenou. Sam H. Goéring se "svym"
projektem pochlubil Vudci. A. Hitler byl projektem nadsen a letu z Némecka do Japonska bez mezipfistani pfislibil osobni podporu. Vdééni zaméstnanci
Messerschmittu pak typu Bf 261 zacali fikat "Adolfine".

Stavba prvniho Bf 261V1 zac¢ala v roce 1939, v zimé a na jafe 1940 mél byt letoun vyzkou$en a v 1été 1940 mél byt pfipraven k dalkovému letu do Tokia. V
za&ri 1939 v8ak vypukla valka a program Bf 261 byl zpomalen a bez priority byl prvni prototyp Bf 261V-1 (BJ+CP) dostavén az v zimé 1941. Pilot Karl Baur
jej zvedl| poprvé do vzduchu 23.12.1941. ProtoZe puvodni vyuZiti nebylo mozné, letoun mél byt konvertovan na dalkovy namorni prizkumny zejména pro
oblastAtlantiku a pro spolupraci s ponorkami Kriegsmarine. Vyvoj a stavba dalSich exemplari tedy pokracovaly.

Na jafe 1942 byl zalétan Bf 261V-2 (BJ+CQ). Ten dostal hlubsi trup se zcela pfedélanymi prostory osadky za kfidlem. RLM totiz poZzadovalo instalaci
defenzivni vyzbroje i za cenu snizeni objemu nadrzi v trupu. Ve spodku trupu objevila mélka pumovnice (¢i prostor pro kamery). Ale i tak mél
modifikovany Bf 261 mélimpozantni dolet. V Iétech 1942-43 oba prototypy uskutecnily fadu dlouhotrvajicich zkusebnich letu.
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