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Blackburn Skua Mk.Il “Norvegian Campaign”

@ V roce 1934 vydalo Air Ministry specifikace O.27/34. Obsahovaly pozadavky na viceticelovy letoun pro palubni sluzbu. Stroj mél
byt pouzitelny jako stihacka a jako stfemhlavy bombardér. Stihacka pro letadlové lodé v tehdej$im britském pojeti predstavovala
dvoumistny letoun urc¢eny dlouhym opera¢nim letim a boji s prizkumnymi stroji protivnika. Nepocitalo se s bojem proti neptatelskym
bombardérim natoz stthackam.

Navrhy ptedlozilo pét firem, jako nejlepsi byl k realizaci vybran projekt B.24 $éfkonstruktéra firmy Blackburn ing. G.E. Pettyho. Ten
navrhl celokovovy dolnoplosnik se sklopnymi kiidly a zatahovacim podvozkem. Pod trupem mél letoun vyklopny hak a vybrani na pumu do
hmotnosti 226 kg.

Prvni prototyp, pojmenovany pozdéeji Skua Mk.I, vzlétl 9.2.1937. Stejné jako druhy prototyp byl pohanén motorem Mercury IX. Druhy
prototyp byl vSak upraven, prodlouzena byla ptid’ a zvednuty konce kiidel, kviili problémiim se stabilitou. Protoze Admiralita na novy letoun
velmi pospichala, vystavila objednavku na zaklade¢ vykresi. Sériova vyroba se po tspésnych zkouskach rozjela okamzité. Sériové stroje ale
dostaly motory Bristol Perseus XII a byly oznaceny Skua Mk.II. Nové stroje nahradily zastaralé dvouplosniky Nimrod a Osprey. Dostaly je
bojové squadrony ¢islo 800, 801, 803 a 806, dodavany byly i k vycvikovym squadronam a jednotkdm vlekaci tercii. Pres veskery spéch pfi
vyrobé byly povazovany za zastaralé ve stihaci roli. S vypuknutim valky se letouny Skua dostaly rychle do boji, operovaly jak z letadlovych
lodi, tak z pozemnich zakladen. Pfi prvnim bombardovacim ttoku 14. zafi na némeckou ponorku byly ztraceny dva letouny z tficlenného
roje vlastnimi nekvalitnimi bombami. 26. zafi sestielily dva letouny z 803. sq. Neptatelsky Dornier Do 18. Jde o prvni potvrzené britské
letecké vitézstvi ve druhé svétové valce. Ke Skue se vaze prvenstvi vice. Béhem Norské kampané 10. dubna 1940 potopilo Sestnact letount
Skua némecky kiiznik Konigsberg. Letouny 800. sq. v ¢ele s Capt. R.T. Partridgem a 803. sq. vedené Lt. W.P. Lucym startovaly ze zakladny
Hatston na Orknejich. Slo o prvni iisp&sny letecky titok na bojovou lod’ za druhé svétové valky. Letouny Skua se z¢astnily bojti u Dunkerque
anapalubé HMS Ark Royal zasahly do bojti ve Stiedomoti. Zde Skua doséhla dal§iho prvenstvi, 3. cervence 1940 se letoun Skua z Ark Royal
utkal se stihackami byvalého spojence, Francie. Stal se tak prvnim britskym letounem, ktery bojoval proti Francouzim a také prvnim
ztracenym v této nevyhlasené valce.

Poslednim Skuy byly stazeny z paluby HMS Ark Royal v dubnu 1941. Pak slouzily jiz jen u nebojovych squadron. Jejich bojova kariéra
byla pomérné kratka, ale ptes nizké vykony Skuti jako stihacky na nich vyrostlo nékolik es s vice nez péti sestiely.

Rozpéti: 14,07 m, délka: 10,84 m, max. rychlost u zemé: 328 km/h, max. rychlost ve vySce 362 km/h, max. rychlost stfemhlavého letu s
brzdicimi klapkami: 407 km/h, opera¢ni dostup: 5 820 m, vytrvalost: 4a /2 hod.

In 1934, the Air Ministry issued Specification 0.27/34 calling for a carrier borne multi-purpose aircraft which should be capable of operating
in both fighter and dive bomber roles. In those days, the concept of a carrier fighter aircraft as seen by the British military had to have a crew of two
facilitating long flights over the sea and suited to fighting enemy's patrol planes. In no way, any kind of fighting against opposing bomber planes or
even fighters had ever been considered. As the best of all proposed projects was chosen the B.24 designed by Blackburn's chief designer G.E.Petty.
The aircraft was a low-wing type with folding wings and retractable undercarriage. Under the fuselage, it also had an arrestor hook and a recess for
one bomb of weight up to 226kg.

The first prototype aircraft, later to be named the Skua Mk.I, was taken aloft for the first time on 9 February 1937, powered by a Mercury IX. The
second prototype Skua airframe, although fitted with the same powerplant, incorporated several improvements as were the longer nose section and
raised wing tips to tackle the instability issues. As it was rather urgent for the Admiralty to put the new type into the service, it was decided to put a
firm order based only on the factory blueprints. Following a successful set of test flights, the mass production was launched instantly. The
production machines were powered by a Bristol Perseus XII and were known as the Skua Mk.II. and replaced the obsolete Nimrod and Osprey
aircraft. The Skua Mk.IIs saw service with front line squadrons no. 800, 801, 803 and 806 and were also issued to training units or to target tow units.
Despite all the rush while being put to production, the machines really lacked abilities to serve as figher planes and were deemed to be quite obsolete.
But when the war broke out, the Skua found wery quickly its way to operations both over the land and from the carriers. During their first ever
bombing raid against a German sub, which occured on 14 September, two of the flight of three were lost to their own poor-quality bombs. On 26
September, two machines of No 803 Sqn managed to shot down a German Dornier Do 18 flying boat, achieving the very first confirmed victory ofa
British aircrew in the war. The Skua, however, had several more primacies under its belt. On 10 April 1940, during the Norwegian campaign, a group
of 16 Skuas sank German cruiser Konigsberg. Aircraft of No 800 Sqn led by Capt. R.T.Partridge and of No 803 Sqn under the command of
Lt.W.P.Lucy took off from their base at Hatson on the Orkneys and performed what was the first successful aerial attack against a war ship of the
Second World War. Skuas also took part in fightings over Dunkirk and machines from HMS Royal Ark fought in the Med, where, on 3 July 1940,
they got famous for being the first British warplanes involved in actions against the former British ally, the French. It also has to be mentioned that
these Skuas were the first ones to be lost in that undeclared war.

The last Skuas were withdrawn from Ark Royal in April 1941 and since then went on serving with non-combat units only. Their war career was
rather short, and despite their low performance in the fighter role, several pilots managed to achieve their acedom (ie. gaining more than five
confirmed victories) flying these aircraft. The Skua could have been far more successful, mainly in the bomber role just if it had been used in a proper
way by Admiralty, obviously to the detriment of the Royal Navy.

Wingspan: 14.07 m, length: 10.84 m, max. speed at sea level: 328 kmh, max. speed 362 kmh, max. speed while diving with brakes deployed : 407
kmh, service ceiling: 5,820 m, endurance: 4 %2 hour.
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Skua Mk.1I, L2963, 803 Sqn FAA, HMS Ark Royal, pilot Lt. C. H.
Filmer, radio operator/gunner Midn. T. A. McKee, DSC. This Skua
was shot down during the attack on Scharnhorst on 13 July 1940

Skua Mk.II, L2963, 803. sqn FAA, HMS Ark Royal, pilot Lt. C. H. Filmer,
and force-landed at Frosetskjaeret, Byneset, Trondheim. The

radista strelec Midshipman T. A. McKee, DSC. Skua byla sestrelena
13.¢ervna 1940 pri utoku na Scharnhorst. Nouzové pfistala v

Frosetskjaeret, Byneset, Trondheim. Osadka padla do zajeti.
crew were taken POWs.
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Skua Mk.II, L2940/A6A, 800. sqn FAA, HVS Ark Royal, pilot Capt. R.T.
Partridge, DSO, RM, radista-strelec Lt. R.S. Bostock. 27.dubna 1940
osadka této Skuy sestrelila Heinkel He 111. Po boji nouzové pristala,
ale podar¥ilo se ji vratit na HMS Ark Royal. 13. ¢ervna 1940
pri utoku na Scharnhorst byla na Skua L2995 sestrelena, R.T.
Partridge byl zajat, R.S. Bostock zahynul.

Skua Mk.ll, L2940/A6A, 800 Sqn FAA, HMS Ark Royal, pilot
Capt. R.T. Partridge, DSO, RM, radio operator / gunner Lt. R.S.
Bostock. On 27 April 1940, the crew shot down a Heinkel He 111,
had to force-land their plane but eventually managed to return to
HMS Ark Royal. On 13 July 1940 during the attack on Scharnhorst
was this Skua shot down, pilot R.T. Partridge taken a POW while
R.S. Bostock perished.
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Skua Mk.ll, L2991/Q. Dle nékterych podkladi stroj slouZil na Ark Skua Mk.Il, L2991/Q. According to several sources, this Skua
Royal u 803. sqn FAA od 12. dubna 1940 do svého sestieleni 13. saw service with 803 Sqn FAA aboard HUS Ark Royal from 12
¢ervna 1940 pri utoku na Scharnhorst. Nouzové pristal v Langviku, April 1940 until 13 July 1940 when it was shot down during the

osadka Lt. Cdr. J.Casson a Lt. P.E. Fanshawe padla do zajeti. attack on Scharnhorst. The machine force-landed at Langvik and
its pilot Lt. Cdr. J.Casson and radio operator / gunner Lt. P.E.
CAM. C Fanshawe were taken POWs.
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