XTB2D-1 Skypirate
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Firma Douglas Aircraft Com. , respektive konstruktéfi Ed. Heinemann a R.
Donova pracovali od roku 1939 na nastupci torpédového bombardéru
Devastator. Pres nékolik riznych projekti se oba konstruktéfi v roce 1942
dopracovali k navrhu velkého celokovového dolnoplosniku TB2D
pohénéného motorem R-4360-8 Wasp Major (3000 Hp/2237 kW). Stroj byl
tiimistny, vybaveny pumovnici na ofenzivni vyzbroj. Dalsi mohla byt nesena
pod kiidlem na ¢tyfech zavésnicich. V kiidle byly také umistény ¢tyti kulomety
raze 12,7 mm. Obranou vyzbroj méla tvofit dalkové ovladana hibetni vézicka
vybavené ptidovym podvozkem a protibéZznymi ¢tyflistymi vrtulemi, mély
operovat hlavné novych letadlovych lodi tfidy Midway. Prvni prototyp
XTB2D-1, s bojovym jménem Skypirate byl zalétan v kvétnu 1945, v 1ét€ 1945
ho nasledoval druhy prototyp. Oba prototypy létaly bez vyzbroje. Byly to

Since 1939 the Douglas Aircraft Company, essentially the designers Ed Heinemann
and R. Donovan were working on the Devastator torpedo bomber successor. Both
designers through several designs projects in 1942 came to big, all-metal low-wing
aircraft design for three crewmembers. It was designated TB2D and powered by R-
4360-8 Wasp Major (3000 Hp/2237 kW) engine. The offensive armament could have
been mounted onto the four under wing pylons and internal bomb bay. There were
also four wing mounted 12,7 mm machine guns. Defensive firepower consisted of
dorsal turret with two 12,7 mm machine guns and ventral turret with one 12,7 mm
machine gun. These aircraft with nose-type undercarriage and 2 four bladed contra
rotating propellers should have been mainly operated from the new Midway class
aircraft carriers. The primary test flights of the first prototype XTB2D-1, combat
named Skypirate, were undertaken in May 1945. The second prototype followed it in

summer 1945. Both prototypes were test flown without any armament.
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XTB2D-1 Skypirate
EL Segundo base, September 1945
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