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Piper J-3 Cub neboli L-4 Grasshopper je jednou z legend amerického i svétového letectvi. Jeho vznik je spojen s firmou Taylor Aircraft
Company a jejim majitelem G. C. Taylorem. Ten zkonstruoval v roce 1930 maly hornoplo$nik Taylor E-2 Cub trubkové konstrukce,
potaZzeny platnem a s otevienou kabinou. Jednim z investord firmy byl William T. Piper. Ten odkoupil Taylortv podil, firmu prfejmenoval na
Piper Aircraft a do firmy pfivedl konstruktéra Waltera Jamouneaua. W. Jamouneau letoun E-2 upravil do podoby se zakrytou kabinou.
Letoun dostal oznaceni J-2 a zaCal se vyrabét sériové. Pfevzal i pojmenovani Cub. Ve vyrobé& ho pozdé&ji nahradila mirné vylep$ena verze
J-3. Ta, vyrabéna s alternativnimi motory Continental, Franklin, Lycoming i Lenape, pfedstavovala |étajici alternativu Fordovy plechové
Lizy (Ford T). Blizici se valka zapojila Cuby i do vycviku pilotd v ramci Civilian Pilot Training Program. J-3 se stal standardnim letounem
tohoto programu. Udava se, Ze 80% americkych pilotl vycvi¢enych béhem druhé svétové valky zahajilo vycvik v kabiné J-3/L-4 Cub.
Jesté pred zapojenim USA do valky USAAF a US Army otestovalo civilni J-3 (spole¢né s konkurencnimi letouny Taylorcraft a Aeronanca),
béhem nékolika vojenskych cvi¢eni v roce 1941. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze velké a téZké stroje kategorie Observer jako O-47 nedokazaly plnit
dobre ulohy na né kladené, jako byly spojovaci lety spojené s pfistanim na neupravenych plochach a fizeni délostrelecké palby, objednalo
USAAF vyvoj a vyrobu typu O-49 Vigilant. Vyvoj tohoto letounu se ale opozdoval. US Army, proti vlli USAAF, prosadilo zafazeni v§ech tfi
typl do vyzbroje jako Taylorcraft O-57, Aeronanca O-58 a Piper O-59. Pozdéji byly tyto letouny pfevedeny do kategorie Liason. Pipery
dostali nové oznaceni L-4 a ‘bojové’ jméno Grasshopper. Dle vojenskych pozadavk(l byly upraveny montazi radiostanice a dal$iho
vybaveni. Proskleni kabiny bylo protazeno dozadu, aby se zlepsil vyhled ze zadni sedacky. L-4 zcela zastinil své konkurenty. Vyrabén byl
postupné ve mnoha verzich, nejmasoveé;jsi byly L-4B, L-4H a L-4J. Bojovou premiéru si typ L-4 odbyl pfi angloamerickém vylodéni v Africe,
kde ridil délostfeleckou palbu tézkych lodi. Od té doby byl na evropském bojisti intenzivné pouzivan k plnéni riiznych tkoll, od Fizeni
délostrelecké palby, spojovacich letud, prizkumu az po Uspésné Utoky na tanky amatérsky podvésenymi Bazookami. L-4 pfitom prosly i
vylodénim v Italii a Normandii a kromé USAAF a US Army je na evropském bojisti pouzivali Svobodni Francouzi a Brazilsky expedi¢ni
sbor. Podobné uspésné byly L-4 nasazeny v Pacifiku, nejen v ramci USAAF, ale i US NAVY a Marines. Vzhledem k pfirodnim podminkam
byly zejména v Pacifiku L-4 vybavovany ‘Brodie’ hdkem. Ten umoznoval start a pfistani na natazené lano bez toho, aby se letoun dotkl
zemé. Nékolik kust L-4 pouzilo v Pacifiku RAAF a letectvo Holandské Vychodni Indie. Ve vyzbroji USAAF vydrzely L-4 aZz do valky v
Koreji, kdy je nahradily letouny O-19. Po skon&eni druhé svétové valky byla obnovena vyroba pro civilni zakazniky, zaroven se Pipery z
vale¢nych prebytkl rozsifily do mnoha vojenskych letectev a k civilnim uZivatelim po celém svété. Mnohé Iétaji dosud.

rozpéti: 10,73 m, délka: 6,78 m, max. rychlost: 140 km/h, cestovni rychlost: 120 km/h, opera¢ni dostup: 3505 m, dolet: 418 km
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The Piper J-3 Cub also known as the L-4 Grasshopper is one of the iconic aircraft of US and world aviation. Its story is unmistakably
connected with the Taylor Aircraft Company owned by G.C.Taylor, who in 1930 built a small high wing monoplane with tubular airframe
covered with fabric and open cockpit which was known as the Taylor E-2 Cub. One of the company’s investors was also William T.Piper
who eventually purchased Taylor’s share and renamed the company to Piper Aircraft. The company’s new designer Walter Jamouneau
took the E-2 design and made a few changes resulting in an airframe now with an enclosed cockpit. The new type begun to be series
produced as the J-2 and was also known under the old name Cub. Later, a slightly improved version J-3 emerged and was produced with
various engines such as Continental, Franklin, Lycoming or Lenape and became a flying counterpart of Ford’s Tin Lizzie (the Ford T). The
coming war made the Cubs join in pilot training under the Civilian Pilot Training Program, the J-3 type becoming the standard type of the
programme and reportedly about 80% of US aviators who got their training during the war years started their flying career in the cockpit of
a J-3 or L-4 Cub. In 1941, still before the USA entered the war, both the USAAF and US Army tested the J-3 along with rival types from
Taylorcraft and Aeronca in a series of military exercises. It soon showed that rather large and heavy Observer category types as the O-47
were not able to meet the requirements, they failed mainly in take offs and landings on unpaved airfields as well as in directing the artillery
fire, so the USAAF ordered a new O-49 Vigilant type to be developed and produced. The development of the type was getting behind
though. The US Army, against the will of the USAAF, demanded that all three types were introduced into service as the Taylorcraft O-57,
Aeronca O-58 and the Piper O-59. The aircraft later joined the Liaison category and were renamed with the L letter, the Pipers then
becoming the L-4 with ‘combat’ name Grasshopper and by the request from the military, they were also adapted to carry a wireless set and
a few more equipment. The canopy glazing was elongated and stretched more rearwards to improve the view from the rear seat. The
resulting L-4 type completely surpassed all its competitors and was subsequently produced in many various versions of which the most
mass-produced were the L-4B, L-4H and L-4J. The L-4 type saw its combat premiere during the Anglo-American landing in Africa directing
the artillery fire from Allied heavy warships. And since then, the L-4 went on to being massively used by the Allies over Europe in many
roles, from directing the artillery fire, liaison tasks, reconnaissance or even to successfully attacking the enemy’s armoured vehicles with
bazookas launched from makeshift-made racks. The L-4 saw the landings in Italy and Normandy, and besides by the USAAF and US Army
they were also operated in Europe by the Free French and Brazilian Expeditionary Force. And the type saw equally successful deployment
in the Pacific, too - not only by the USAAF, they were also used by the US Navy and Marines. Due to the natural conditions, the L-4s were
mainly in the Pacific fitted with a Brodie-type hook which enabled them to take to the air and land on a wire stretched between a couple of
posts, without touching the ground. Several L-4s were also operated by the Dutch East Indies Air Force and the RAAF. The L-4 had
remained in active service until the Korea War when they were replaced by the O-19. After the end of WW2, the production of the Piper
aircraft for the civilian market was renewed, but surpluss ex-military machines were also available both for the military and civil operators
around the world. And many of them continue to fly evenin the present days.

Span: 10.73 m, length: 6.78 m, max. speed: 140 km/h, cruise speed: 120 km/h, operation ceiling: 3,505 m, range: 418 km
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STEP”21 O

Pro zjednoduseni stavby a vylepsSeni modelu
L-4 Grasshopper nabizime samostatné prodavané
tiStény motor Continental O-170-3 P48002
aresinova kola CMK 4452.

If you want to make the build easier and spruce up
your L-4 Grasshopper we also offer the pre-cut
Inside/Outside mask M48007, 3D printed engine
Continental O-170-3 P48002 and the main wheels
CMK 4452 inresin.
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L-4J Grasshopper, OK-YFJ, v.¢. 12830, ex-USAAF 44-80534, majitel J. Zitka, Rtyné v
Podkrkonosi, 1947. Stroj byl dodan do CR 22.8. 1946. Plvodnim provozovatelem byl
maijitel ficanského lihovaru, letecky nadsenec a esperantista E. Dynybyl. Proto letoun
nesl na boku reklamni népis se znackou Verda Stelo (v Esperantu Zelena hvézda).

J. Zitkovi byl letoun znarodnén (tj. ukraden), stejné jako Mechanicka Tkalcovna, jejimz
byl viastnikem po komunistickém pfevratu v Gnoru 1948. Novym majitelem OK-YFJ se
stal Vychodocesky aeroklub Pardubice. V aeroklubu létal aZ do listopadu 1951, kdy byl
podan navrh na zruseni, ale oficialné vymazan z rejstfiku byl az v roce 1957.

Scheme A
A —

Hlinik Modra Drevo
( ) Aluminium - Blue - Wood
H8/C8 H323/C323 H37/C43

L-4J Grasshopper, OK-YFJ, c/n. 12830, ex-USAAF 44-80534, owned by J.Zitka, Rtyné v
Podkrkono§i, Czechoslovakia, 1947. Delivered on 22 August 1946, its original operator
was Emil Dynybyl, owner of the Ricany distillery, aviation enthusiast. He was also an avid
Esperantist and so the aeroplane bore on its nose the Verda Stelo advertisement, which
translated from Esperanto means The Green Star. After the 1948 communist coup, Zitka’s
distillery as well as his weawing shop were nationalised (meaning stolen). The aircraft was
then owned by the East Bohemian Aeroclub in Pardubice where it remained
in service until November 1951 when the proposal for its
cancellation was submitted. Oficially, it was
deleted from the registeronly in 1957.

Olivova o
- Olive Drab [J5EEA
H52/C12
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L-4H Grasshopper, HB-OUD, v.C. 11854, ex-USAAF 44-79558, L-4H Grasshopper, HB-OUD, c/n. 11854, ex-USAAF 44-79558,
soukromy majitel, Bern, Svycarsko, 2004. V pribéhu let byly na private owner in Bern, Switzerland, 2004. Several colour details of HB-
letounu HB-OUD ménény detaily zbarveni. Provedeni vyfukii a  OUD have changed over the years of its flying career. The exhausts
nasavace pod motorem se li§i od standardu. and airintake beneath the engine differ from the factory standard.

Scheme B
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O Yellow - Red - Gray - Black
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L-4H Grasshopper, G-AllH, v.¢. 11945, ex-USAAF 44-79649, L-4H Grasshopper, G-AllH, c/n. 11945, ex-USAAF 44-79649, private
soukromy majitel, Velka Britanie, 1993. V prubéhu letbyly naletounu  owner, Great Britain, 1993. The registration letters size and shape,
zménény detaily zbarveni, vcetné velikosti a tvar( imatrikulace a  drawings in front of the cockpit and some other colour details changed
kreseb pred kabinou. Letoun létal ve Velké Britanii od roku 1946  ever the years. The machine was flown in Britain from 1946 until at
minimalné do roku 2006. least 2006.
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L-4H Grasshopper, SP-AML, ex-USAAF 44-79884, Varsavsky L-4H Grasshopper, SP-AML, ex-USAAF 44-79884, Warsaw Aero
letecky klub, Polsko, 1949. Club, Poland, 1949.

Scheme D

Bila Cervena Drevo Olivova e
( > White - Red - Wood - Olive Drab
H1/C1 H3/C3 H37/C43 H52/C12
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